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The Paterson Education 
Fund (PEF) is a not-for-
profit organization whose 
mission is to stimulate 
community action for change 
so that the Paterson Public 
Schools ensure that all 
Paterson children achieve 
high standards. 

 
Goals 

 
*To build our community's 
civic capacity to support 
monitor and advocate 
education reform. 
 
*To educate and enable 
community leadership to 
understand and act on 
changing educational needs. 
 
*To provide a forum for the 
community to effectively 
participate in the decision 
making processes concerning 
education 
 
Paterson Education Fund is a 
member of the Public Education 
Network (PEN), founded in 
1991. The mission of PEN is to 
build public demand and 
mobilize resources for quality 
education for all children 
through a national constituency 
of local education funds and 
individuals.  The Paterson 
Education Fund is a founding 
member. 
 
Paterson Education Fund 
152 Market St. Suite 208 
Paterson, NJ 07505 
973-881-8914 voice 
973-881-8059 Fax 
www.paterson-education.org 
 

Public involvement 
Public education 

Public benefit 

 

Who Needs a Navigator? 
 

One of our high school students asked Gov. Bob Wise, “How do I get to 
college? Nobody in my family knows how. And I start things and don’t 
finish them.  What can I do?” Governor Wise gave him some good 
advice and turned to us and said, “He needs a navigator.” 
 

Think about it.  If you know where you are going, you navigate without 
thinking about it.  If you are going some place you’ve never been before, 
you need help to find your way.  You need a navigator. 
 
Most of Paterson Public School’s students will be the first in their family to go 
to college, in fact many will be the first to graduate from high school. Getting 
from school into college or technical training is an unknown pathway for them.  
Most of them need a navigator. 
 
Here at PEF we’ve been developing tools to help our community navigate. 
This year PEF supports the implementation of Navigation 101, an advisory 
program to help students find their way to a productive future.  
 
Navigation 101 helps students connect what they do in school to what they 

will do as adults. This year, all Paterson 
sixth graders are meeting in small 
advisory groups with an advisor who is 
leading discussions about their future 
plans.  Students keep a portfolio to 
show not only their school 
performance, but also their career goals 
and outside activities.  
 
In May, Navigation 101 culminates in a 
student led conference in which 
students present their work and goals to 
parents or guardian and their advisor. 

Over time, Navigation 101 helps students stay on a productive track. 
 
You can help. If you are a parent or guardian, be sure to attend the student led 
conference. Ask about your student’s portfolio. Talk about the student’s 
dreams and hopes.  
 
If you are a community member, there are opportunities to discuss your 
educational journey, job, career and other life experiences with our students.  
 
Call us, we’ll help you navigate. 
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Thank you and welcome! 
 

We can’t thank you enough. Whether you wrote or called the Governor on 
behalf of Paterson’s children, led a College Track workshop or supported our 
events, you were the Paterson Education Fund and the voice of Paterson’s 
children.  
 
 If you spoke at the meeting or handed out sandwiches at the 50 Book Club, 
or donated to the Annual Fund, you were the Paterson Education Fund. And 
we thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
 
Paterson Education Fund may have a small staff, but you are a large “army” 
of volunteers and supporters.   
 
Over the next few months, PEF will  

 Unveil a report on Paterson’s civic health on education issues 
 Open a newly revised website with a robust Action section 
 Begin a monthly email newsletter 
 Help prepare for the opening of the new International High School 
 Keep you posted on the school funding and school construction issues 
 As always, provide you with opportunities to support Paterson children  

 
We are counting on you to hold us accountable and push us forward. 
 
PEF extends a special thanks to the Henry and Marilyn Taub Foundation for 
their generous three year grant in support of our civic outreach initiatives, to 
Citibank and Hoffmann LaRoche for supporting Navigation 101 and to the 
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation for PEF’s first general operating grant. See 
pages 4-6 for a listing of all our wonderful supporters and volunteers. 
 

Thanks to PEF’s 2007 Honorees: 
Barnes & Noble Rt. 3 for the Holiday Book Drive, Rima Bandeli and John 

Johnson for leading the 
Navigation 101 training team, 
Arlene Lester of State Farm for 
her support of the Paterson 
schools and Adriana Ahmed for 
leading our Spanish speaking 
College Track team.  
 
We couldn’t do without you! 
 

 
Welcome Isa Suqi to the PEF Board of Directors. 
Isa and his wife Alia own NextWave Web LLC, a 
printing company in the former Colt Press building 
on Marshall Street. The Suqis have two school aged 
sons. 
  
 



How to get our students on the “College Track” 
 

Act Locally 
 
Want to get more Paterson children on the path to 
graduation and success? We have tools for you! 
 
Arrange for a “College Track” workshop for 
your school or house of worship or organization.  We 
can provide a 45 minute to 1/1/2 hour workshop for 
adults led by a peer facilitator. Using a PBS video 
called “The College Track” your group will talk about 
the challenges, suggest pathways and give participants 
tools to help your children.   We also tailor workshops 
for students.  
 
In 2007, more than 1,500 parents and students 
participated in college Track workshops, led by 18 
volunteer peer facilitators. 
 
You can become a College Track facilitator and lead 
workshops. Call Anna Villalongo at 973-881-8914 or 
anna@paterson-education.org, for more information. 

Communications Academy students at the Ramapo College Arch  
  
What do students say about preparing for 
college? The Communications Academy at 
J.F.Kennedy High School produces a guide for 
college and post secondary plans written from a 
student point of view and featuring real Paterson 
students, parents and teachers.  
 
This year the guide is called “Wanna Go?” In addition 
to the topics you’d expect, students write about the 
rising number of scams involving scholarships and 
student loans.  
 
PEF distributes 10,000 copies to Paterson 6-12th 
graders. Call us for a hard copy or download a copy 
from our new website [available December 2008 at 
our current address www.paterson-education.org]. 

Act Globally 
[or at least at the Federal level] 

 
Our efforts to get more children on the path of 
graduation and success could be greatly helped by 
changes proposed to the federal No Child Left Behind 
law. “Graduating Every Paterson Child” keynote 
speaker, Gov. Bob Wise proposes changing No Child 
Left Behind into Every Child a Graduate.  
 
New proposals would target additional, new money 
into middle schools and high schools in poor 
communities. Funding would be provided for advisory 
programs [like Navigation 101], more rigorous 
curriculum and other innovations.  Funds would also 
create better data systems so we could more 
accurately track students through public school to 
college and career. Find out more about the proposals 
at www.all4kids.org. 
 

 
Gov. Wise pointed out that where we have targeted 
educational investment, in pre-school and early grades 
and in college, achievement has increased. What’s 
missing is the middle- support for the reforms in the 
middle grades and the high schools. 
 
As we produce this Report, only two New Jersey 
Congressmen are sponsoring any of the education  
proposals: Reps. Donald Payne and Russ Holt. 
Encourage our Senators and your congressperson to 
co-sponsor the education bills. It would help move the 
proposals forward and ultimately help bring more 
targeted funding to Paterson schools. 

 

mailto:anna@paterson-education.org
http://www.all4kids.org/


Thank You! 
 

Corporations 
Citibank 
Hoffmann-La Roche Inc. 
JP Morgan Chase 
PSE&G 
Verizon Foundation 
Washington Mutual Bank 

 

Foundations 
Community Foundation of 

New Jersey 
Fund for New Jersey 
Geraldine R. Dodge  

Foundation 
Henry & Marilyn Taub 

Foundation 
NJ Council For The 

Humanities 
Paterson Children's 

Foundation 
Public Interest Projects 
Schumann Fund for NJ 
Victoria Foundation 
William Penn Foundation 

 
 

Individuals 
Jefferey Abrams 
Leslie Agard-Jones 
Adriana Ahmed 
Patricia Alex 
John Algera 
Robert E Almberg Jr.  
Andre C. Alston 
Martha Amarante 
Marcus Anthony 
Lester Aron 
Hani Y Awadallah 
Michael L. Azzara 
Irwin Bailey 
Trenace Barbee 
Frances Bardino 
Gladys Bayon 
Gaul Becker 
Barbara Belasco 
Dawn M. Blakely 
Clarence Boseman 
Alan & Kathleen Bowen 
Tracy Brand 
Thomas R. Brome 
Karen Brown 
Robert W. Brundige Jr. 
Joseph Buga 
Mary A. Burgin 
Dino Callegari 

¡Gracias! 
Don Capasso 
Joann Cardillo 
James Castellanos 
Kathy M. Chavez 

 

Michael Chirichello 
John Clark 
Kenneth D. R. Clayton 
Lauren Cooper 
Kimberly S. Corbin 
Veronica Bisio Corrado 
Ruby Cotton 
Roberto Cristy 
Mary L. Crooms 
Lois Cuccinello 
Rachel Cuff 
Patricia B. Cumberbatch 
John Currie 
Cynthia Czesak 
Bill and Nancy  Dailey  
Margaret Mary Dalton 
Ross Danis 
Anthony Davis 
Miguel De La Carrera 
James R. Delaney 
Anna DeMolli 
Thomas DeStefano 
Lois M. Deyo 
Marilyn DiMartino 
Millie Dipentima 
Brian Doherty 
Thomas  V. Donovan 
Yvonne Doomes 
Barbara C. Dunn 
Larry Dunn 
Joanne Dwyer 
James Dykes 
Rahsona T. Elder 
Stuart & Marcy Emont 

   Errol Kerr 
Sheri A. Ferreira 
Charles Ferrer 
Josephine Figueras 
Frances Finkelstein 
James E. Fitzgerald 
Nancy Forsberg 
Joseph Fulmore 
Vivian L. Gaines 
Kenneth J . Gardner Jr 
Carlos Garica 
Senator John Girgenti 
James & Evelyn Gist 

Thank You! 
Laura Glascoe 
Michael E. Glascoe 
Mary Anne Gloriande 
Olga Goldsmith 
Andrea Gomez 
Evangeline Gomez 
Irma Gorham 
Rosie Grant 
Isabelle Grassi 
Miriam Greenhouse 
Robert Guarasci 
Susan Gubar 
Carlos Guzman 
Juan R. Harris 
Norma Harrison 
Lori Harvell 
George Hawkins 
Geraldine Headley 
Edwin Hernandez 
David Hertz 
Lesley A. Hirsch 
Sydelle Hirsch 
Deidre Holliday 
John H. Hovey 
Dave Hungerford 
Vernon Jackman 
John James 
Barbara J. Jarosz 
Patricia Jelly 
Peter & Jennifer Joel 
Karen A. Johnson 
George E. Jones 
Jeff Jones 
Tanya Jordan 
Daphne Joslin 
Michael Kanarek 
Gwenn Karel Levine 
Stan Karp 
Milsey Katz 
Eleanor Kennedy Forbes 
Marie Kinsella 
Aida Kitchen 
Glenn G. Korenda 
Angela N. Lamartino 
Susan Lane 
Fred L. Lang 
Barbara Lawrence 

Evelyn A. Lawrence 
Yolanda Lee 
Brendon Lessy 
Yanique Leveque 
Merna Levinthal 

¡Gracias! 
R. M. Lingren 
Paulette Lipsitz 
Lynn Liptak 
Jeanette Lyde 
Andrew Mainardi Jr. 
Patrick A. Mancuso 
Kim Mapp 
Laurinda Marino 
Jonathan Markey 
Thomas A. Martin 
Emily Martinez 
Juan Martinez 
Karen Mayo Hogan 
Soultran McAfee 
Belinda McBride 
Alma McCloud Salter 
Cedenia McCollum 
Eileen C. McCoy 
Harold McCulloch 
Janet McDaniel 
Richard McGuinness 
William McKoy 
Patricia McNeil 
Enid Medina 
Janice S. Medina 
Gary Melchiano 
Casey Melvin 
Heidi Mestanza 
Peter Meyer 
Margaret L. Meyers 
Bonnie Miele 
Theresa Miller 
Denise Millington 
Lecia Y. Minor 
Joe Mitchner 
Alonzo Moody 
Micheline Moody 
Zatiti K. Moody 
Terry Moore 
Theresa Morgan 
Kenneth M. Morris 
Dolores D. Most 
Cyndi Murray 
Hugh Murray 
Sandra Navedo 
Nellie Pou 
JoAnn G. Nielsen 
Deborah  Nieman Smith 
Clare E. Nowlan 
Lories Nye-Slockbower 
Alice Olick 
Shelia Oliver 
Richard Olster 
Joseph S. Orlando 
Osmar Oztoprak 
Zaida Padilla 
Doris Pagan 
Steve Palermo 
Michelle Palko 
Jacqueline Panico 
Carlisle Parker 



Thank You! 
Individuals, cont’d. 

Dawna R. Pazant 
Mary Anne Perrotta-Blasi 
Floyd Perry 
K. Michelle Perry 
Samantha Pinzon 
Lisa Polzer 
Philip T. Pope 
Mary Agnes Prendergast 
Tom Puryear 
Victoria M. Quinde 
Douglas Rahn 
Kenrick Ramdath 
Richard G. Ramge 
Marian Rauschenbach 
Linda J. Reed Taylor 
Charles V. Reilly 
Barbara Reisman 
Christal Restrepo 
Ana Rivera 
George E. Rivera 
George Rivers 
John Rollins 
Madeline Roman 
Yvonne M. Romero 
Luisa Rosario 
Steven Rose 
David Roth 
Stefanie C. Rotsaert 
Michael Rush 
Johnny Saljado 
James Salmon 
Cynthia Sanchez 
Librada C. Sanchez 
Daniel Santo Pietro 
George N. Sarames 
Andre Sayegh 
Matthew Schleifer 
Sherry Schwartz-Lottero 
Catherine Selawsky 
Vicky Sheppard 
Bonnie Sirower 
Patricia Sisti 
Beverly Ann Smith 
Glenn Smith 
Lisa Smith 
Patricia Smith 
Gayle W. Smith 
Shaquanda Spivey 
Dorothy Starr 
Alfred Steele 
Irene L. Sterling 
Karen S. Sterling 
Howard Sterling 

   Sarah Sterling-Laldee 
Robert L. Stern 
Ed Stevens 
Janis Strasser 
Willa Mae Taylor 
Nancy Thomas 

¡Gracias! 
Robert C. Tirri 
J Tomlin 
Mayor Joey Torres 
Jefferey Trause 
Brenda  J. Turnbull 
Dawn Van Denend 
Dale Van Rensalier 
Mark Vandenend 
Dorothy A. Vanderbeck 
Felisa V. Vanliew 
Luis A. Velez 
Myriam Velez 
Anna Villalongo 
Jose Villalongo 
Dennis Vroegindewey 
Charles Walker 
Gwen Watson  
William Watkins 
Elnardo Webster 
Eve Weissman 
Lauren Wells 
Joan E. White 
Susan T. White 
Etrudes P. Williams 
Richard Williams 
Alrick Williams 
Gloria Willis 
Belinda A. Wilson 
David & Martha Wolf 

 
Local Businesses 
Accurate Box Company 
ACE Reprographic Ser. 
Agape Christian Ministries 
ACNJ 
AXA Foundation 
Barnert  Hospital 
Bascom Corporation 
Bergen Industrial Supply 
Berkeley College 
Bogue Electric / BF Systems 
C J Vanderbeck & Co. 
City National Bank 
Clifton Savings Bank 
Columbia Bank 
Crown Roll Leaf, Inc. 
Downtown Paterson Spec 

Improvement 
Education Law Center 
Egenolf Early Childhood 

Center 
Families & Schools Together 
Frank D. Carfora, Inc. 
Friend's Health Connection 
Greater Paterson Chamber of 

Commerce. 
Greenbaum Interiors 

Thank You! 
Hanson & Ryan 
Hudson Heating Wholesaler, 

Inc. 
Innerfaith Performing Arts 

Center 
Interchange Bank 
Ironbound Community Corp. 
Islamic Center of Passaic 

County 
La Casa De Don Pedro 
Leadership Paterson 
Local 195 Inter. Fed. of  

Prof/Tech. Eng. 
McKinley, White & Co. 
NAACP 
New Jersey Community 

Development Corp. 
Nextwave Web LLC 
Nicholas Real Estate 
NJ K-12 Architects, LLC 
North Jersey Federal Credit 

Union 
Northeast New Jersey Legal 

Services Corp 
Otterstedt Agency 
Passaic County Community 

College. 
Paterson Community Health 

Center Inc. 
Paterson Technology Group 

Inc. 
PNC Bank 
PSE&G 
Rotary Club of Paterson 
Sandra Galvan and 

Associates LLC 
Selective Insurance 
State Farm Insurance 
Sweet Potato Pie, Inc 
TD Bank North 
Tenth Avenue Associates 
The Hudson Heating 

Wholesaler, Inc. 
The Paterson Restoration 

Corp. 
Valley National Bank 
Washington Mutual Home 

Loans 
William Paterson Univ. 
YMCA of Paterson 
 

Volunteers 
Jamie Abarca 
Leslie Abreu 

¡Gracias! 
Adriana Ahmed 
Ibrahim Ahmed 
Wahid Ahmed 
Sadiq Almed 
Jesus Alvarez 
Sheila Anderson 
Julie Baker 
Rose Baldwin 
Jason Balmer 
Rima Bandeli 
Nick Barber 
Frances Bardino 
Danielle Basu 
Juan Batista 
Quincy Battis 
Gloria Bennett 
Mary Best 
Antonio Bezales 
Elaine Bisciotti 
Bridget Black 
Sandra Bosque 
Ian Bouie 
Lillian Branch 
Antoinette Brevard 
Barbara Brown 
Karen Brown, Esq. 
Chauncey Brown, III 
Alma Brunsin 
Juanita Buckingham 
Dino Callegari 
Damien Cambell 
Ruth Canales 
Anthony Capers 
Marcy Capers 
Tissanie Carter 
Nicole Champelle 
Kathy Chavez 
Tina Cintron 
Xavier Clyburn 
Lauretta Cole 
Ruby Cotton 
Patricia Cox 
Angela Crockett 
Brianna Crockett 
Aracelis Cruz 
Cindy Czesak 
Alma Daud 
Anthony Davis 
Jhiree Davis 
Alex De La Vega 
Marisol Denegri 
Carmen DePadua 
Latoya Douglas 
Creighton Drury 
Barbara Dunn 
Jamie Dykes 
Jacqueline Ebanks 
Rahsona Elder 
Vivian English 
Ralph Falen 
James Favors 



Thank You! 
Volunteers, cont’d 

Adolfo Fermin 
Vilma Ferreri 
Mark Fischer 
Valerie Freeman 
Ronnie Frey 
Patrice Fulwood 
Dolores Gartrell 
Muriel Garcia 
Eugina Gaston 
Tanyn Gill 
John Girgenti 
Jasmine Gladden 
Michael Glascoe 
Peggy Goldwire 
Andrea Gomez 
Evangeline Gomez 
Eddie Gonzalez 
Jackie Gonzalez 
Ligia Gonzalo 
Michael Gowdy 
Omar Grant 
Craig Graves 
Carol Greene 
Ramona Guzman 
Yeimy Guzman 
Tariek Hale 
Blaire Harraka 
Aaron Harris 
Cynthia Harris 
Javon Harris 
Nahshen Harris 
Patricia Harris 
Sharon Harrison 
Zhane Harrison 
Luana Hatcher 
Adam Hdel 
Edwin Hernandez 
Sylvia Hernandez 
Linda Hinds 
Samuel Hinds 
Lesley Hirsch 
Jonathan Hodges 
Paula Howe 
Bryan Huanalya 
David Huanalya 
Pamela Huanalya 
Hebert Hunalaya 
Sara Huntington 
Santina Iglesias 
Audrey Jackson 
Virgina Jackson 
John James 
Rodney James 
Ruth James 
Verna Jeter 
Noemi Jimenez 
Tatyana Jimenez 
Aubrey Johnson 

 

¡Gracias! 
John Johnson 
John Johnson, Jr. 
George Jones 
Rose Kardashian 
Madiha Katao 
Arum Kelley 
Errol Kerr 
Gloria Kindred 
Marie Kinsella 
Anna Kiselow 
Crystal Kline 
Kevin Kolankowski 
Vigil Lane 
Andrew Lawn 
Angie Lebron 
Joyce Lighty 
Gladys Lindo 
Tuyanna Lloyd 
Jeanette Lyde 
Patsy Lynch 
Mike Maglio 
Kim Mapp 
Manuel Martinez 
Karen Mayo-Hogan 
Kamarr McCall 

Dorothy McCullum 
William K McDowell 
Anais Mchay 
Victoria McKenzie 
Patricia McNeil 
Patrick McNeil 
Alexzander McQueen 
A. Enid Medina 
Heidi Mestanza 
Theresa Miller 
Norma Montanez 
Olga Monteverde 
Wykia Moon 
Denise Morales 
Orville Morales 
Mickel Morgan 
Theresa Morgan 
Malik Morris 
Kenneth Morris, Jr. 
Doris Morrison 

    Patricia Moses 
Waheedah Muhammad 

 
 

Thank You! 
Paulette Newby 
Lorena Nicotra 
Santhi Nithi 
Gail Nolton 
Silvia Orozco 
Rafael Ortega 
Edna Ortiz 
Nancy Ortiz 
Rafaela Ortiz 
Maria Osorio 
Martha Ospina 
Shanieya Owens 
Shantelle Paduani 
Fiordaliza Pallero 
Karen Pearson 
Tracy Pearson 
Evelyn Perez 
Harold Persaud 
Anna Pinchom 
Brittany Poiny 
Shonta Porter 
Nellie Pou 
Tabatha Pridgen 
Frank Puglise 
Lydia Ramos 
Joyce Rattary-Simpson 
Julian Raymar 
Princess Reaves 
Annette Reid 
Caress Reid 
Keshawn Reid 
Luis Reyes 
Paulo Ribeiro 
Jonathan Rickerman 
Ebonique Riley 
Lourdes Rios 
Pedro Rivas 
Jose Rivera 
Julie Roberts 
Shirley Robertson 
Hilda Rodriguez 
Michelly Rodriguez 
Brandi Rogers 
Brianna Rogers 
Christopher Rogers 
Corey Rogers 
David Rojas 
Fran Romero 
Yvonne Romero 
Aileen Rosario 
Danielle Rosario 
Elba Rosario 
Jaque Rosario 
Yesenia Rosario 
Luisa Rosario 
Eva Ruzzack 
Mary Ryerse 
Pamela Sampson 
Librada Sanchez 

 

¡Gracias! 
Migdalia Santana 
Lynn Marie Santiago 
Rosa Anna Santiago 
Brunilda Santos 
Andre Sayegh 
Diana Scimeca 
Lindsay Seaborn 
Zina Seaborn 
Carmen Sepulveda 
Glendax Sevillano 
Gaurng Shah 
Rosa Sharrock 
Herb Simmens 
Gladys Sinclair 
Shantae Singletary 
Anna Snead 
Shaquanda Spivey 
Nikiha Stacker 
Craig Stanley 
Steven State 
Sarah Sterling-Laldee 
Isa Suqi 
Sean Sweeney 
Julio Tavarez 
Rhina Tavarez 
Betty Taveras 
Linda Taylor 
Willa Mae Taylor 
Anny Tejada 
Quadale Thomas 
Senatra Thomas 
Mayor Joey Torres 
Milagros Torres 
Raquel Torres 
Rosa Urena 
Brittany Valienti 
Felisa Van Leiw 
Don Vanderbeck 
Lilia Vasquez 
Jasmine Veal 
Jason Velante 
Myriam Velez 
Angel Villalongo, I 
Jose Villalongo, Sr. 
Garfield Warren 
Elizabeth Weisholtz 
Susan White 
Annette Wignall 
Devenair Williams 
Lonnie Williams 
Richard Williams 
Juanita Willis 
Domiaique Wilson 
Lutrisha Wilson 
Andrew Wright 
Rhonda Young 
Gloria Zimmerman 

 
 



  at 24: Education Organizing, a new effort 
 
 
"If there is no struggle there is no progress. Those who profess to favor freedom and yet depreciate 
agitation…want crops without plowing up the ground, they want rain without thunder and lightening. They want 
the ocean without the awful roar of its many waters…. Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never did and 
it never will."   Frederick Douglass, 1857 
 
Why organize?  
 
Paterson children need: 
 

Adequate and predictable funding for the schools 
 

Adequate school facilities 
 

Support programs for children who come to school with disadvantages 
 
The landmark 1998 Abbott V decision directed the state of New Jersey to provide those necessities. But a series of 
Governors and Legislators have whittled away the intent of the law. Paterson currently faces flat or declining state 
funding with no local tax base to make up the needed difference. NJ has built only 3 of the 14 new school Paterson 
needs. And less money available for tutoring, summer programs, health supports and other supplemental programs 
to help children overcome disadvantage. 
 
It’s not OK. 
 
So we have joined 4 other advocacy and organizing groups based in Newark, Jersey City 
and Paterson in a three year initiative to organize around these issues. PEF and ACORN 
are the Paterson team. One Newark Education Coalition, Jersey City Statewide Education 
Organizing Committee, Abbott Leadership Institute, and the Education Law Center, 
support the work in Newark and Jersey City. Representing New Jersey’s 3 largest cities 
and more than 94,000 children, we have formed the New Jersey Education Organizing 
Collaborative [NJEOC]. 
 
NJEOC is working on local campaigns within our cities as well as campaigning on our 
three statewide issues. In Paterson, ACORN is organizing in the 2nd and 4th Wards.  PEF 
provides issue training for the organizers and the local leaders as well as school budget 
training for all three cities. 
 
NJEOC is part of an important new philanthropic investment in community-based public education reform. Local 
groups in Chicago, Denver, Philadelphia and as well as New Jersey, are supported by an extensive collaborative of 
funders including Ford Foundation, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Carnegie Corporation of New York, 
Marguerite Casey Foundation, Prudential Foundation, Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, Edward W. Hazen 
Foundation and Surdna Foundation at the national level.  
 
Local New Jersey funders include the Prudential Foundation, the Henry and Marilyn Taub Foundation, The 
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The Schumann Fund for New Jersey, the Fund for New Jersey, Community 
Foundation of New Jersey,,JP Morgan Chase, Sagner Family Foundation and the Victoria Foundation 
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