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The Paterson Education 
Fund (PEF) is a not-for-
profit organization whose 
mission is to stimulate 
community action for change 
so that the Paterson Public 
Schools ensure that all 
Paterson children achieve 
high standards. 

 
Goals 

 
*To build our community's 
civic capacity to support 
monitor and advocate 
education reform. 
 
*To educate and enable 
community leadership to 
understand and act on 
changing educational needs. 
 
*To provide a forum for the 
community to effectively 
participate in the decision 
making processes concerning 
education 
 
Paterson Education Fund is a 
member of the Public Education 
Network (PEN), founded in 
1991. The mission of PEN is to 
build public demand and 
mobilize resources for quality 
education for all children 
through a national constituency 
of local education funds and 
individuals.  The Paterson 
Education Fund is a founding 
member. 
 
Paterson Education Fund 
152 Market Street, S. 208 
Paterson, NJ 07501 
973-881-8914 voice 
973-881-8059 Fax 
www.paterson-education.org 
 

Public Involvement 
Public education 

Public benefit 

 

Do All Kids Deserve Good Schools? 
 
You are shaking your head “Yes” and wondering why such a question 
appears in the PEF Report.  Of course all kids deserve good schools! 
Doesn’t everyone think so? 
 
Unfortunately, too many people don’t. We are currently engaged in a 
fight to keep the school funding for Paterson children and other poor 
children around the state of New Jersey adequate to give them a quality 
education. We have to win the battle.  
 
Our children are telling us, “We want to succeed.  We need your help!”  

 
 
We hear it over and over. This fall at PEF’s third “Graduating Every 
Paterson Child” conference, our kids told us, “We need you to help us.” 
 
We heard from the newly formed Paterson Youth Council.  We heard it 
from the Paterson Teach For Tomorrow students. “I want my students to 
get a better education than I did.”   
 
And most poignantly from the youngest of them following a service 
learning trip to Grenada, “I didn’t know that there is so much 
opportunity out here for me.” 
 
These students want to be the first in their families to graduate and go on 
to college. We cannot fail them. 
 



 

Paterson Education Fund 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Evangeline Gomez, Esq., Chair 
    Office of  Evangeline Gomez, LLC 

 
Rahsonna Smith Elder, Vice 

Chair 
   Inner Faith Performing Arts Center 
                                        
Creighton Drury, Secretary 

NJ Community Development Corp. 
 

Myriam Gonzalez, Treasurer 
    Interchange State Bank 

 
Karen Brown 
   Passaic County Clerk 

 
Dino Callegari 

Washington Mutual Homes Loans 
 
Jamie Dykes, Greater Paterson 
      Chamber of Commerce 
 
William “Kemper” McDowell, 
    City of Paterson Health Department 
 
Karen Mayo-Hogan, 
    Parent 
 
Andre Sayegh,  
    Office of Senator Girgenti 
 
Librada Sanchez 
   Women’s Center,  
   William Paterson University 
 
Don Vanderbeck, Jr.  
    CJ Vanderbeck and Son 
 
Susan White 
    McKinley, White and Co. 

 
Dr. Michael A. Glascoe,  
   ex-officio 

State Superintendent 
 

PEF Staff 
 

Irene Sterling, President 
Rosie Grant, Program Director 
Anna Villalongo, Associate Director 

of  Outreach 
Aileen Rosario, Office Manager 
Sam Hinds, Family Friendly Computer 

Trainer 
Shandora Balmer, Intern 

 
 

 
Give Kids Good Schools is a campaign sponsored by PEF’s 
national organization to guarantee a quality public education for every 
child in the nation. Through national activities and online resources, the 
campaign seeks to provide Americans with the information and tools we 
need to take action in our communities and improve our public schools.
 
Give Kids Good Schools encourages you to:

Learn the facts about quality public schools
Vote to support and promote quality public education in your 

community and across the country
Act by letting public officials and others know that quality public 

education is a top priority all year long
 

Go to www.givekidsgoodschools.org and join the campaign! 



Following the “College Track” 
 
 

“Give them hope,” 
said keynote speaker 
Dr. Pedro Noguera as 
he addressed PEF’s 
Graduating Every 
Paterson Child 
conference in 
September. 
 
 

“Give us inspiration,” asked Brenda 
Valladares, a senior at International High School 
and a member of the newly formed Paterson 
Youth Council.  
 

 
“Don’t give up on us.  Sometimes kids don’t show 
that they want help, but they do,” confided Kathy 
Chavez of JF Kennedy HS. 
 
Anna Villalongo of PEF listens and shakes her 
head. “Too many young people don’t know what 
they need to do,” she says.  “That’s why our 
College Track workshops are so important.  
Whether we are talking to young people or their 
parents, they need hope-and information.”  
 
Anna trains and coordinates PEF’s 16 volunteer 
College Track facilitators. In 2006, Anna and the 
College Track volunteers will have introduced 
more than 1,200 young people and their parents to 
the requirements of getting on the college track. 
 
Karen Mayo-Hogan, PEF board member and 
College Track facilitator, is passionate about 
expanding the opportunity for young people. “So 
many of us didn’t get to go. Nobody thought that 
we were college material.  I want to change that.  I 
know that by working together we can.” 

 
Anna looks forward to the next stage of College Track 
as PEF trains young people to provide peer to peer 
workshops using the College Track. 
 
PEF College Track workshops also include the guide   
“You Can Get There from Here” produced by the 
students of JFK’s Communications Academy. The 
second edition is being distributed throughout 
Paterson. It features some very fascinating stories. 
David Ward writes about his mother who will be a 
freshman in college at the same time as David. 
Tasmiah Choudhury profiles a JFK graduate, Nellista 
Bess, who has returned to JFK to teach.  
 
Also profiled are some of the JFK students who wrote 
the first edition of the guide.  They are now in college 
and reflect on their experiences. Some of the students 
are thriving. Others are struggling.  All of them agree 
with Marliedy Morel, now a Montclair State University 
student, “I didn’t realize the caliber of work expected 
until I went to college.” 
 
Danielle Basu learned the hard way. Starting as an 
EOF student at Ramapo Collge, she has returned to 
PCCC to recover her academic way. “In JFK, I was 
able to have my fun all the time and do my homework 
a minute before class. There is no way I can do that 
here… College isn’t like any high school. 
Responsibility plays a major part.”  
 
JFK’s Communications Academy students are 
currently working on a third edition of the guide with 
PEF support.  “Working on the guide has been a 
tremendous opportunity for my students to focus on 
preparing for college,” says Lories Nye-Slockbower, 
faculty advisor.  
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Foundations 
Community Foundation 

of New Jersey 
Geraldine R Dodge 

Foundation 
Henry and Marilyn Taub 

Foundation 
Nicholas Martini 

Foundation  
NJ Council for the 

Humanities 
Paterson Children’s 

Foundation 
Public Education 

Network 
The Schumann Fund for 

New Jersey 
William Penn 
Foundation 

 

Corporations 
Hoffmann La Roche 
JP Morgan Chase 
PSE&G 
Verizon 
Washington Mutual 
  

                                        
Local Businesses 

Ace Reprographic 
Service 

ACORN 
Airtron Technology Inc. 
Alarm and 

Communications 
Technologies 

Alexander Hamilton 
Academy 

American Dream 
Management Corp. 

Arab American Civic 
Organization 

Arnet Consulting 
Association for Children 

of NJ 
Axa Advisors, LLC 
Baskin Robbins 
Baskinger's 
Berkeley College 

 
Bograd Brothers Inc. 
Bogue Electric / BF 

Systems 
Business Travel & 

Finance House 
Carlos Garcia Agency 
Center for Effective 

School Practices 

  
City National Bank 
Clifton Savings Bank 
Columbia Bank 
Community Foundation 

of NJ 
Education Law Center 
EI Associates,  Architects 

& Engineers, PA 
Elm & Associates 
Fabian Theater Realty 

LLC 
Franklin Mill Associates 
Greenbaum Interiors 
Gwenn Levine Consulting 
Hanson & Ryan 
Health Directions 

Management Inc. 
Hispanic Multi-Purpose 

Service Center 
IRODZ Associates 
Iron Workers Local 483 
Jacobs Enterprises, Inc. 
Johnson Jones, Architects 
Joseph Hammond Jr. 

And Assoc. 
JP Morgan Chase 
Kahn, Hoffman & 

Hochman, LLP 
L & C Design 

Consultants, PA 
LA Casa de Don Pedro 

Inc 
Leadership Paterson 
LIPO Chemicals, Inc. 
M & W Marketing 
MAB Computer 

Consultants 
 

 
Madison Ave Christian 

Reformed 
NAACP 
Nextwave 
Nicholas Real Estate 

Agency 
NJ K-12 Architects, LLC 
NJ Public Employees 

Union 
North Jersey Federal 

Credit Union 
North Jersey Media 

Group 
Otterstedt Agency 
Passaic County 

Community College 
Paterson Community 

Health Center 
Paterson Public Schools 
Paterson Technology 

Group 
PNC Bank 
Real Estate and 

Management 
Company 

Sandra Galvan Attorney 
at Law 

Sills, Cummis, Et Al. 
St. Augustine Prebyterian 

Church 
St. Luke Baptist Church 
St. Paul's Community 

Development 
Corporation 

Superior Court of New 
Jersey 

Sweet Potato Pie 
TD Bank North 
Tenth Avenue Associates 
The East Orange 

Education 
Foundation, Inc. 

The Hudson Heating 
Wholesaler, Inc 

The Salvation Army 

 
Valley National Bank 
Washington Mutual Bank 
 
 

 
Washington Mutual 

Home Loans 
William Paterson 

University 
 

Individuals 
Bahia Abedrabo  
Dr. Leslie Agard Jones  
Adriana Ahmed  
Robert Almberg  
Andre Alston  
Martha Amarante  
Lillian Anderson  
Henry Baker  
Trenace Barbee  
Frances Bardino  
Nicauris Batista  
Gladys Bayon  
Burgin Mary  
Veronica Bisio Corrado  
Carlotta Blakely  
Dawn Blakely  
Sandra Bosque  
Alan Bowen  
Tracy Brand  
Tom Brome  
Patsy Brooks  
Robert Brundige  
Dennis Brunn  
Joseph Buga  
Yolanda Burgos  
Rosanne Buttacavoli  
Dino Callegari  
Don Capasso  
JoAnn Cardillo  
Jim Castellanos  
Lauren Chavis-Ferrar  
Michael Chirichello  
Dr. Dennis Clancy  
John Clark  
Judith Cohen  
Chris Coke  
Kimberly Corbin  
Veronica Corrado  
Ruby Cotton  
Ann Crawford  
Dr. Linda Crescione  
Mary Crooms  
Hon. Lois Cuccinello  
Rachel Cuff  
Patricia Cumberbatch  
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Individuals 
Cindy Czesak  
Bill & Nancy Dailey  
Margaret Dalton  
Hon. Anthony Davis  
Vanda De Vries  
James Delaney  
Robert Demeers, Esq.  
Dr. Anna DeMolli  

 
Lois Deyo  
Maxine DiMaggio  
Dominic DiNardo  
Tom Donovan  
Creighton Drury  
Gabrielle Duffy  
Barbara Dunn  
JoAnne Dwyer  
Jamie Dykes  
Rahsona Elder  
Stuart & Marcy Emont  
Dottie Fein  
Victor Felano  
Charles Ferrer  
Josephine Figueras  
Toni Fiorello  
James Fitzgerald  
George Flanagan  
Nancy Forsberg  
Dr. Joseph Fulmore  
Vivian Gaines  
James Geron  
Sen. John Girgenti  
Michael & Laura Glascoe  
Olga Goldsmith  
Evangeline Gomez, Esq.  
Gloria Grabill  
Isabelle Grassi  
Miriam Greenhouse  
Benito Guzman  
Ramona Guzman  
Petula Harden-Brown  
Elaine Harringotn  
Juan Harris  
Norma Harrison  
Edwin Hernandez  

Lesley Hirsch  
George & Roz Hirschberg  
Dr. Jonathan Hodges  
Pamela Holmes  
John Hovey  
Mitchell Izenberg  
Vernon Jackman  
John James  
Barbara Jarosz  
Morris Jenkins  
Peter & Jen Joel  
Christine Johnson  
Karen Johnson  
Jacqueline Jones  
Hon. Jeffery Jones  
Tanya Jordan  
Anita Kajajian  
Stan Karp  
Kathi Kellett  
Hon. Errol Kerr  

 
Judith Keyes  
Marie Kinsella  
Aida Kitchen  
Glenn Korenda  
Glenn Lagatol  
Angela LaMartino  
Susan Lane  
Evelyn Lawrence  
Dr. Mercedes Lesesne  
Merna Levinthal  
Paulette Lipsitz  
Dr. Lynn Liptak  
Susan Little  
Santa Lluveres  
Peter Lund  
Jeanette Lyde  
Andrew Mainardi  
Kim Mapp  
Tom Martin  
Karen Mayo Hogan  
Eileen McCoy  
Cedenia McCullum  
Janet McDaniel  
Vaughn McKoy  
Tammy Mclean  
Patricia McNeil  

Diana Medina  
Enid Medina  
Janice Medina  
Margaret Meyers  
Lorraine Michaels  
Bonnie Miele  
Lecia Minor  
Joe Mitchiner  
William Mitchner  
Hon. Alonzo Moody  
Micheline Moody  
Zatiti Moody  
Hon. Kenneth Morris, Jr.  
Dolores Most  
Christopher (Fabor) 

Muhammad  
Fredrick Mutooni  
Pedro Nunez  
Lori Nye-Slockbower  
Alice Olick  
Marian Osborne  
Barbara Oslizly  
Zaida Padilla  
Doris Pagan  
Jackie Panico  
Congressman William 

Pascrell  
William J. Pascrell, III  
Brenda Patterson  
Mary Anne Perrotta-

Blasi  
Michelle K. Perry  
Chanie Peterson  
Samantha Pinzon  
Philip Pope  

 
Arline Potash  
Assw. Nellie Pou  
Mary Prendergast  
Geraldine Raineri  
Marian Rauschenbach  
Charles Reilly  
Lourdes Rios  
George Rivera  
Melodye Robinson  

Alejandra Roldan  
Luisa Rosario  
Stefanie Rotsaert  
Maria Santa  
George Sarames  
Hon. Andre Sayegh  
Jon Schnaars  
Mireille Schuck  
Catherine Selawsky  
Patricia Sisti  
Glenn Smith  
Melissa Smith  
Sharon Smith  
Shaquanda Spivey  
Dorothy Starr  
Assm.  Alfred Steele  
Rev. Howard Sterling  
Karen Sterling  
Sarah Sterling-Laldee  
Robert Stern  
Peter Streelman  
Gary Suber  
John Super  
Morteza Taherisefat  
Rhina Tavarez  
Gloria Taylor  
Gloria Taylor  
Linda Taylor  
Hon. Willa Mae Taylor  
Nancy Thomas  
Robert Tirri  
Mayor Jose (Joey) Torres  
Brenda Turnbull  
Leon Urdang  
Felisa Van Liew  
Don & Megan Vanderbeck  
Dorothy Vanderbeck  
Dale VanRensilier  
Luis Velez  
Myriam Velez  
Dennis Vroegindewey  
Pat Walters-DiGiaimo  
Susan T. White  
Dr. Alrick Williams  
Christine Williams  
Lynda Wilson  
Rev. David & Martha 

Wolf 
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Volunteers 

 
Jamie Abarca  
Imad Abedrabbo  
Adriana Ahmed Jesus 

Alvarez  
Sheila Anderson  
Frances Bardino  
Danielle Basu  
Juan Batista  
Quincy Battis  
Mary Best  
Bridget Black  

 
Sandra Bosque  
Ian Bouie  
Lillian Branch  
Karen Brown, Esq.  
Chauncey Brown, III  
Juanita Buckingham  
Dino Callegari  
Marcy Capers  
Kathy Chavez  
Tina Cintron  
Ruby Cotton  
Patricia Cox  
Rachel Cuff  
Cindy Czesak  
Alma Daud  
Shady Daud  
Hon. Anthony Davis  
Alex De la Vega  
Marisol Denegri  
Latoya Douglas  
Creighton Drury  
Barbara Dunn  
Jamie Dykes  
Jacqueline Ebanks  
Mohamed El Filali  
Rahsona Elder  
Vivian English  
James Favors  
Vilma Ferreri  
Mark Fischer  
Ronnie Frey  
Patrice Fulwood  
Dolores Gartrell  

Eugina Gaston  
Tanyn Gill  
Sen. John Girgenti  
Dr. Michael Glascoe  
Andrea Gomez  
Evangeline Gomez, Esq.  
Eddie Gonzalez  
Jackie Gonzalez  
Ligia Gonzalo  
Michael Gowdy  
Craig Graves  
Carol Greene  
Millie Guzman  
Yeimy Guzman  
Aaron Harris  
Cynthia Harris  
Javon Harris  
Nahshen Harris  
Patricia Harris  
Sharon Harrison  
Luana Hatcher  
Edwin Hernandez  
Sylvia Hernandez  
Linda Hinds  

 
Lesley Hirsch  
Jonathan Hodges  
Paula Howe  
Bryan Huanalya  
David Huanalya  
Pamela Huanalya  
Hebert Hunalaya  
Sharonda Huntley  
Virgina Jackson  
John James  
Ruth James  
Noemi Jimenez  
George Jones  
Rose Kardashian  
Madiha Katao  
Hon. Errol Kerr  
Gloria Kindred  
Marie Kinsella  

Anna Kiselow  
Kevin Kolankowski 
Andrew Lawn  
Manuel Martinez  
Karen Mayo-Hogan  
Dorothy McCullum   
William Kemper 

McDowell  
Patricia McNeil  
Heidi Mestanza  
Wykia Moon  
Hon. Kenneth Morris, Jr.  
Doris Morrison  
Ibtisam Mustafa  
Lorena Nicotra  
Silvia Orozco  
Rafael Ortega  
Martha Ospina  
Shantelle Paduani  
Karen Pearson  
Evelyn Perez  
Mary Anne Perrotta-

Blasi  
Harold Persaud  
Shonta Porter  
Assw. Nellie Pou  
Rebeca Prashnik  
Tabatha Pridgen  
Lydia Ramos  
Joyce Rattary-Simpson  
Julian Raymar  
Princess Reaves  
Annette Reid  
Caress Reid  
Linda Reid  
Luis Reyes  
Jonathan Rickerman  

 
Lourdes Rios  
Pedro Rivas  
Jose Rivera  
Julie Roberts  
Edwin Rodriguez  
Hilda Rodriguez  
Michelly Rodriguez  
Hon. Rigo Rodriguez  
Christopher Rogers  

Corey Rogers  
David Rojas  
Elba Rosario  
Luisa Rosario  
Eva Ruzzack  
Librada Sanchez  
Sandra Sanchez  
Migdalia Santana  
Brunilda Santos  
Hon. Andre Sayegh  
Lindsay Seaborn  
Zina Seaborn  
Carmen Sepulveda  
Gaurng Shah  
Rosa Sharrock  
Gladys Sinclair  
Anna Snead  
Shaquanda Spivey  
Assm. Craig Stanley  
Sarah Sterling-Laldee  
Marguerite Sullivan  
Julio Tavarez  
Rhina Tavarez  
Linda Taylor  
Hon. Willa Mae Taylor  
Anny Tejada  
Mayor Jose (Joey) Torres  
Don Vanderbeck  
Jasmine Veal  
Myriam Velez  
Angel Villalongo, I  
Jose Villalongo, Sr. 
Dennis Vroegindewey  
Garfield Warren  
Elizabeth Weisholts  
Susan White  
Annette Wignall  
Richard Williams  
Juanita Willis  
Lutrisha Wilson  
Lusta Wison Agyare  
Rhonda Young  
Gloria Zimmerman 

 
 

 



 

  at 23: Making change in Paterson is not a spectator sport! 
 
Making change in Paterson is NOT a 
spectator sport!  We need everyone’s help to 
move forward.  
 
Here are 10 things you can do to make c
 

hange. 

. Take action, don’t just grumble. Legislators, school 
ss 

 
. Tell people what you value. Good schools, 

ing 

 
. Support the children around you.  If we all 

 
. Participate in a group at your school, house 

 
. Vote.  And encourage others to vote. 

. Learn about the issues. 

. Attend a School Board Meeting.  

. Schedule a College Track Workshop.  Call 

 
. Sign the Give Schools Good Schools Pledge 

 
0. Tell your friends and family 10 things they 

 

1
board members and newspapers can’t hear you unle
you write, email or phone. So few people do that your 
voice will be really loud.   

2
fairness, equity, and accountability are 
values we embrace as Americans.  Speak
of your values gains you allies. 

3
do that, then we CAN reach them all. 

4
of worship, local neighborhood. No single 
person can make the changes our children 
need. Work together. 

5
 
6
 
7
 
8

Anna Villalongo at (973) 881-8914. 

9
at www.givekidsgoodschools.org.  

1
can do to make change. 

 
 

9. 

Farewells and Welcomes 
  
On June 4th at PEF’s Jazz Brunch, PEF said farewell to 
Board member Teri Duda of Berkeley College. PEF 
welcomed Librada Sanchez of William Paterson 
University, William “Kemper” McDowell of the City of 
Paterson’s Health Department and Karen Brown, 
Passaic County Clerk as the Board of Directors, Class 
of 200
 

 
PEF’s 2006 Awardees , pictured from left to right:  
 
Susan Lane of Rolling Readers, recipient of the PEF 

President’s Award;  
 
Angela Crockett, School Library Media Specialist of School 

24, recipient of the PEF Executive Director’s Award;  
 
Teri Duda of Berkeley College, PEF President;  
 
Stan Karp, former teacher at JFK HS, recipient of the PEF 

Executive Director’s Award; and  
 
Steven McCarthy, representing the Herald News, recipient of 

the Community Partners Award.   
 
Not pictured, Lories Nye-Stockbower, of JFK HS, recipient 

of the PEF Executive Director’s Award. 
 

 
 
Mark your Calendar and join us for the 2007 PEF Jazz 

Brunch at the home of Jamie and Mary Dykes. It’s Jazz 
on the Lake on Sunday, June 3, 2007.  See you there! 

 



  Save the Date and Join us! 
 
November 12-14: "Local Education Funds and 
their Strategic Role in Advancing School 
Reform" Public Education Network Annual 
Conference, Washington DC.  Irene Sterling serves 
on the Planning Committee. 
 

January 9, 2007: “The College Track” 
Facilitator Training, Call PEF at 973-881-8914 
to register. We want you to lead the conversation! 

 
January 27: Planning and Building 

Community Schools in Paterson, Our Kids 
Can’t Wait!: Conference on School Construction 

Issues. Passaic County Community College.  
 
February 5:  So you want to run for School 
Board? How to run. PEF Offices. 
 
March 5: Assessing School Board 
Performance. PEF Offices. 
 
April 5 Th: PEF Paterson School Board 
Candidates' Night; 6:30 pm   JFK High School 
TV Studio. 
  
April 17 Tuesday:  School Board Elections. All 
Type II School Districts -those with elected school 
boards.  
 
June 3:  PEF’s 24th Anniversary Jazz 
Brunch, Jazz by the Lake; 2 to 5 pm. Join us 
for an afternoon of great music and an elegant 
brunch at the home of Jamie Dykes. 

 
June 7: 50 Book Club Celebration, the 
Paterson Free Public Library, 5 pm.  
 

September 2007: 15th Anniversary of the 
opening of the Library Power Libraries in 
15 Paterson elementary schools. Watch for 
celebrations! 
 
September 29: “Graduating Every Paterson 
Child” the fourth annual conference. PCCC 8:30 
to 3 pm. 
 
October10: PEF's Ninth Golf Invitational, 
High Mountain Golf Club, Franklin Lakes. 
 

 
 

We Can’t Wait: 
2008 is PEF’s 25th Anniversary! 

 
 

 

Missed a PEF Report?   
Want to be sure to get upcoming reports? 

Please send me:   
__PEF's “Through Our Eyes” bibliography, books 

for children on immigration, racism and 
social justice. 

__PEF’s “Choosing a Small High School in Paterson” a 
community guide for students, parents and community 
members. Also available in Spanish. 

__PEF's Guide to Paterson School Budget 2007-08.  
Available March 2007 

__Educated Voter's Guide to the School Board 
Elections 2007. Available March 2007 

__Full color poster for 50 Book Club 2006, listing 
the names of all the 50 Book Club Readers 

__You CAN Get There from Here: A Guide to 
College Opportunities for Paterson 
Students, 2006 edition. 

 
Enclosed is my donation of $_________.  Keep me 
informed! Keep me invited! 

 
Name:                                                                              
Email: 
Address:                                                                         
Zip: 
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