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Your Name Here_________________________________________________________________

Join these Paterson students who are planning their life after
high school. As a symbol to their commitment, they stand
before the famed arch at Ramapo College where all graduates

walk.  Go with them!

Your journey to college starts NOW!

Look inside to
learn about
college
opportunities
for Paterson
students...

financial
aid...

campus
visits...

admission
tests...

timelines...
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The editorial staff of the College Guide is composed of juniors and
seniors who are Journalism III students at John F. Kennedy High
School.



Thoughts on college
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“My greatest concern is money

because I must maintain a 3.0 GPA to

help my scholarship to college or else

it becomes a loan.” Harold Martinez,

senior

“I do believe I’m preparing for college

now with high school classes that are

teaching me what I would be going

through in the real world and the steps

I would need to take in order to reach

my goals of becoming successful in

life.” Eddie Smith, sophomore

“My college concerns are

location, money, and rules.  I

would like to attend a local

college.  Money is an issue, too,

because most colleges are very

expensive and to get a good

quality college, it costs a lot.

Rules are a concern to me

because most colleges care about

what students do or not; some

are strict and some are

not.”...Alicia Rivera, JFK

freshman

“My concern is that I find a

college with a solid learning

environment where I can

participate in many activities.

I’m looking forward to getting a

good education and to study to

be an English teacher.” Navil

Gomez, JFK junior



Fall
Attend freshmen orientation if you
school provides it! It will give you a
chance to see what your school is
about.
Get involved in after-school and
weekend programs in your school and
community, or at college,
university, or museum.
Meet with your advisor in the early fall
to:
°  review your credits, grades, and test
scores. If necessary, make plans for
retaking classes and/or
examinations failed in the previous year.

°  discuss this year’s courses and the courses you anticipate taking
next year.
°Make sure you are taking the courses and fulfilling the requirements
you need to graduate
°  Make sure you are taking courses that challenge you, such as alge-
bra, biology, chemistry, and geometry.
Colleges want students who push themselves.

January - June
Learn how to calculate your grade point average and keep track of it.
As soon as it slips, seek extra help to raise it. Do your best in class.
Grade point average and class rank are key factors in college admis-
sions

          Freshman Year

September and October
Consider taking the PSAT in October. Register
for it with your advisor as soon as school starts.
It will help prepare you for
the SATs and could qualify you for scholarships.
Get involved in after-school and weekend
programs in your school, community, college,
university, or museum.
Many programs have application deadlines.

November and December
Did you meet with your advisor yet to review
last year’s and this year’s courses and discuss
your extracurricular
activities? If not, do so now!
Visit a New Jersey college campus.
If you took the PSAT in October, see your advi-
sor to receive your results and identify the test
skills you
need to develop before taking the real thing in
junior year.  Set up an account at www.collegeboard.com
to keep up to date with test preparation and related issues.

Sophomore Year
January and February

Check in with your advisor and parents/guard-
ians to let them know how you’re doing.
Keep track of your grade point average (GPA).

March and April
Are you using your time after school produc-
tively and having fun?
Start researching summer programs internships,
or youth employment opportunities.
Visit another college campus, and update your
journal.
Give special attention to your course scheduling
for next year to make sure
you have the credits and courses you need.

May and June
Finalize plans for participating in summer activi-
ties that can help build your resume.

Summer
Look for summer programs, internships, or jobs that can build your
resume and earn money for college.
Read some more good books.  Do practice SAT tests either on-line at
collegeboard.com or from sample test books.

Safa Issa, JFK sophomore

Master the
basics in read-
ing, writing
and vocabu-
lary skills.
Improve
typing skills.
Meet with your
advisor to:
°  discuss your
academic progress
this year as well
°  review your current courses and decide on the
classes you will take next year
Visit a college campus. Start a journal about your impressions, ques-
tions, and concerns about college.
 Open houses are generally held in the spring.

Summer
Remember colleges will want to know how you spend your time each
summer.
Look for summer programs, internships, or jobs that can build your
resume.
Read some good books!  It’s proven that good writers are good readers.
Go to the library
and read books in areas you find interesting.

“You have to work real hard toget ready for college. It’s notdifficult if you apply
yourself.”

“I’m already looking at colleges and

finding out their requirements.”

Angel Batista, freshman
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September
Through your guidance counselor, register to take the PSAT in Octo-
ber if you didn’t take it last year.  Talk with your counselor
about how to prepare. Ask for a practice
test. Go on- line and borrow books
for more test prep.

October
Take the PSAT! Check in with your
counselor and ask about fall college
fairs.

November
See your counselor to receive your
PSAT results and identify the skills
you need to develop before taking
the real thing next spring.

December
Review your PSAT results with your guidance counselor. Continue
with test preparation for the spring SATs.

January
Financial Aid Awareness Month. If you haven’t familiarized yourself
with the Financial Aid Section of this Guide, now is the time!!! (See
page 16 & 17) Talk to your counselor and your family about the
financial aid process.

Junior Year

September
Register to retake the SAT for a chance to raise your scores. Write
the first draft of college and scholarship applications; show it to
an advisor. Aim to have your applications completed by Dec. 31.

October
Some Early Decision and Early Action deadlines are now! If you
are certain about your college choice, explore the “early” op-
tions. Meet the deadlines! Take the SAT or register for the Nov. or
Dec. SAT 1 and ACT.

November
Work on your college applications.  If you are a
regular admissions applicant, give Letter of
Recommendation forms to your guidance counse-
lor, teachers and others who are qualified to
write about you.

December
Did you take the December SAT 1 or ACT? Remind
your guardians that their tax return estimates

need to be ready in January so that you can submit the FAFSA. Apply
for PIN numbers for yourself and one guardian through the FAFSA
website. These numbers will be e-mailed back to you, so keep them in
a safe place for future use. Give your completed college applications
to your guidance counselor. If you applied on-line, inform your
guidance counselor so they can mail the official transcripts. Use lists
on page 26 & 27 to keep track of your SAT scores and college applica-
tions.

 January
Financial Aid Awareness Month. The FAFSA
will be available around Jan. 1. Keep a copy of
your applications before you send them in!
Register for on-site college interviews with
Guidance.

February
If you haven’t yet, complete and mail the
FAFSA, review your Student Aid Report with
parents/guardians and mail in changes.

March
Mail required forms and schedule interviews.
Mail any remaining scholarship applications
and college financial aid forms.

April
College acceptance and rejection letters arrive.

May & June
If you are registered and prepared, take Advanced Placement tests.
Decide on a college and mail deposit for the fall term.

February
Begin to put together a college application list.(Use tracker on page

26) Visit those schools on-line or call the Office of Admission to
request free materials. Start a file of college applications, cata-
logs, and brochures.

March
Continue researching. Identify scholarships that match your
interest and talents. The deadline to register for the SAT or ACT
in April, May, or June is approaching. You must take the SAT I or
ACT to apply to most colleges. It’s a good idea to take these tests
in the spring of your junior year and again early in your senior
year. (See pages 12-13 for more tips.)

April
Don’t take the easiest pos-

sible courses! Challenge yourself!

May
Track your GPA and keep it up.
This may be your last chance to
improve your class rank.

June
Enjoy your summer program, internships, job or volunteer work.
Mention to summer teachers and/or supervisors that you may be
asking them for letters of recommendations in the fall. Visit colleges.

Ayana Misscot, JFK junior

‘I worked hard to maintain my GPA

and applied to college. I earned an

athletic scholarship to Deleware

University. Don’t slack!’

Dashawn Frazier, JFK senior

Senior Year

“Don’t follow the wrong

crowd; choose friends

wisely.”
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Santiago Fernandez was determined
to go to college no matter how
difficult the process even if he didn’t have a green card.

Born in Uruguay, Fernandez came to the U.S. in 2000.
The John F. Kennedy graduate is one of thousands of undocu-

mented students who want to attend college but confront the obstacle
of lacking a social security number.

“I felt different when I had to fill the college application because
I didn’t know what to put in the space requiring a social security
number,” said Fernandez. As a high school senior, Fernandez was
fearful of telling guid-
ance counselors about
his immigration status.

“Coming to America
as an immigrant was
hard, then I realized
that college was the
only thing that could
help me achieve my
American dream and to
become someone in
life,” said Fernandez.

“I decided to go to PCCC (Passaic County Community College)
because I talked to my sister’s friend and she told me that I didn’t
need a green card to attend.  Students without a green card don’t
need to stop their dreams. They have to think about themselves and
their family because we leave our country to serve our community and
to become a professional,” said Fernandez.

Students without a green card are not eligible for financial aid
and must pay out-of-state tuition which frequently prevents them
from attending college.

Financial aid is generally not available for undocumented stu-
dents and illegal aliens. The majority of all student aid, including
federal student aid, requires the recipient to be a United States citi-
zen or permanent resident (green card holder) or an eligible non-
citizen.

Undocumented students overcome obstacles to college

BY KELLY BELTRAN BY ONEILL HERNANDEZ

I started senior year worried and excited at the same time be-
cause of concerns about my illegal status and how I would overcome
it. Based on the March 2002 Current Population Survey, there are 9.3
million undocumented immigrants in this country. They represent 26
percent of the total foreign-born population. Another interesting fact
is that Mexicans make up over half of undocumented immigrants—57
percent of the total, or about 5.3 million. Another 2.2
million (23 percent) are from other
Latin American
countries. And
that’s where I come
from.

Being born in
the Dominican
Republic and then
raised in Spain and
America has
granted me citi-
zenship in the
Dominican Repub-
lic and Spain, but
not America.

I’ve lived in
the U.S. for about
seven years and
have not returned to my homeland or Spain because if I did, I
wouldn’t be able to return to America because I don’t have a social
security number. My American citizenship papers have been pending
for several years and during that time I have been educated in Pater-
son and desire to attend college.

During my senior year at John F. Kennedy High School, I
was rushed and pressured to file for financial aid and
scholarships as I applied to colleges.  But without a social

security number, I was ineligible for financial assistance. Students
must have proof of New Jersey residency and permanent U.S. citizen-
ship or a green card which I do not have.

Because my father is a citizen and can travel from coast to coast,
he had applied for my sister, mother and me. However, this could take
years. All I hold is a letter from the Immigration office explaining
that my case is pending. Without a social security number, it was
impossible to complete financial aid forms including the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid or the FAFSA, during my senior year.

Although I was accepted into Ramapo College, I couldn’t afford
the tuition so I am attending Passaic County Community College.
Hopefully, within the next two years, my case will be resolved and I
will have citizenship. Then I can apply for financial aid so I can
transfer to a four-year college and complete my bachelor’s degree.

The Rev. Michael J. Burke, director of legal services for the Pater-
son Diocese, sees many undocumented students and offered this
advice.

“I encourage students to apply for citizenship and always deal
with qualified, licensed attorneys for legal assistance. There are too
many scam artists who promise to help, but do nothing more than
take their clients money and give nothing in return,” said Rev. Burke.

His office is part of the Catholic Family and Community Services,
located at 24 DeGrasse St., Paterson.

Although he is awaiting his green card, JFK 2007 graduate Oneill

Hernandez is furthering his college education at Passaic County

Community College which is affordable.

Graduate says ‘don’t give up dreams’ PCCC is affordable for undocumented students
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‘Students without a green card don’t need to stop their

dreams. They have to think about themselves and their

family because we leave our country to serve our

community and to become a professional,’...Santiago

Fernandez, PCCC student
“Colleges shouldn’t care about the social security numbers,

because our work, our intelligence, our hours of study are not shown
in those numbers,” said Fernandez.

“However, it is a requirement for all the colleges and this is
destroying many students’ dreams,” he said, adding, “Many students
just get the high school diploma and think that is over. It is not over
because if you pay your own tuition, you can attend. I know that is
the hard part, that you must start working part time to pay it. I
definitely know that it’s hard to work and study at the same time, but
we will notice our effort in the future and how everything we did is
worth it.”



First  generation students want to be leaders
BY FREDDY ACOSTA

My main concern as a future first-generation college student
is that I obtain a degree and set an example for the younger

generations in my family. As a son of immigrants whose parents
migrated from the Dominican Republic to provide a better future for
me, I have a ‘sense of leadership’ where I must encourage my brother
and younger cousins to go to college. I am a role model to my younger
family members so they will attend college and accomplish their
goals.

Many high school students don’t consider the possibility of
college because they are afraid of the responsibility that they would

try. They often have language barri-
ers so they have another challenge
upon them, which is to learn En-
glish. I have an advantage because I
am bilingual; I am fluent in both
English and Spanish.

As a future first-generation
college student, one more obstacle
that I would have to surpass is to
explain to my parents about college
life. My parents understand the
benefits of going to college, but they
are unaware of the application
process. I would like to major in
business, possibly earn a degree in
sales and marketing. I’m aware that
most colleges offer excellent business programs, so I’m willing to
pursue all the opportunities available.

First-generation college students shouldn’t be intimidated, but
proud of themselves for taking that first step to introduce college to
their families, because education is the only way that will help build a
successful life in America.

‘First-generation college students shouldn’t be

intimidated, but proud of themselves for taking that

first step to introduce college to their families’...Freddy

Acosta, JFK senior

Pilar Baylon, junior
When you’re a first generation student, the typical obstacles are

fear of disappointment and difficulty adjustng to high school, so many
never make it to college.

I can achieve. I have an advantage knowing I have the legal status
to apply for financial aid since I was born in the U.S. and I am a model
student. The struggles for me are
nothing if I know that I can believe in
myself. My eyes don’t see the ob-
stacles which are frequently men-
tioned in the achievement gap statis-
tics. I am focused on my goals and
just take the next step with the
support of my family and teachers.

Throughout high school, I have
been working hard to improve my
skills and prepare for a college educa-
tion in teaching. A member of the
Communications Academy at JFK, I
have also participated in Paterson’s
Future Teachers of America where I’ve
had preparation for college admission
tests and for a career in education.  This fall I will apply to William
Paterson University as an education major. I will beat the statistics of
Hispanics who don’t finish college because I am prepared academically
and have a determined mind to succeed.

Ashley Johnson, junior
Sometimes I feel like I’m not college material. I know I’m intelli-

gent and capable to travel around the campus, but sometimes I think
that I can’t handle the work. From what I’ve heard, college is difficult
because of the class work, but if I’m college material, I can handle it.

Attending college was an abstract idea to me. When I was younger
everyone told me I needed to go school, that I could be someone. My
family always pushed me to do
extremely well in school. Anything
less than a “C” was unacceptable.
Now I know that college is my ticket
out of Paterson.

I’ve wanted to be a nurse since
I was young. Besides my sister, I’ll
be the second to go to college in my
immediate family. I’ll make history
when I get accepted to a four-year
college. Yes, I know I’m college
material. I have the good grades and
I have the perseverance to want
something and I won’t stop until I’m
satisfied.

The National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics reported that 22% of
post secondary students are the first
in their families to go to college. It’s
not a startling fact because some parents don’t instill in their children
that education is essential. The percentage should be higher and I’ll be
the one to make that percentages higher!

The achievement gap refers to a gap in academic achievement
between minority and disadvantaged students and their white coun-
terparts.

The federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) requires states to
establish the same performance targets for all students.

7

Achievement gap closing with determination

JFK junior, Ashley Johnson credits her
family’s support in helping her prepare for
college to study nursing.

Pilar Baylon, JFK  junior, is a first
generation student who plans to study
teaching and has worked hard in high
school to prepare for the rigors of college.

have to acquire as first-generation college students. Many of them are
either students who come from a low-income background, or are
children of immigrants whose parents migrated recently to this coun-

Being a role model for his family helps JFK
junior, Freddy Acosta, focused and
determined to obtain a college degree.

Statistics provided by the national Assessment of Educational
Progress reported that Hispanic and African-American students are
only half as likely to earn a college degree as white students.

Here in Paterson, many students are beating the statistics by
having a plan, which begins in high school, to succeed in college.

BY KELLY BELTRAN



BY KELLY BELTRAN
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Reach for
the STARS

What is NJ STARS? It is a New
Jersey student tuition assistance reward
scholarship. Initiated in 2004, it pro-
vides New Jersey’s brightest students
with free tuition at their local commu-
nity college. Since 2004, there are over
1,000 students enrolled in the 19
community colleges throughout the
state. In 2006, this scholarship program
was expanded into NJ Stars 2, enabling
academically qualified students to
continue their education upon comple-
tion of the associate degree at a public four-year college or university.

To be eligible for this program at Passaic County Community Col-
lege, students must meet the following qualifications:

* Graduate from a New Jersey high school in the top 20 percent of
their class.

* Both students and parents must be a state resident, a U.S. citizen
and or a permanent resident.

* They are required to complete a PCCC admission application.
* Students also have to complete the 2007-2008 financial aid applica-

tion (FAFSA) available online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.
* The acceptance to an associate’s degree program and enrollment for

12 or more college level credits per semester.
To keep the NJ Stars Scholarship at PCCC, students must maintain a

cumulative college grade point average of a 3.0 or higher, and have a
continuous full time attendance (12-15 credits) and finally, complete the
financial aid process each year.

Racine Daley, who graduated in 2006 as number ten at John F.
Kennedy High School, chose the NJ Stars program.

“I was offered financial aid though Equal Opportunity Programs for
Ramapo College, Felician College, and Fairleigh Dickinson University, in
addition to scholarships and government grants,” explained Daley.

She decided on PCCC because of its competitive nursing program
and the financial aid she received.

“ At first I intended on applying to college undeclared, maintain a 3.0
grade point average, and after two years declare my major.  But then I
began to have second thoughts,” she said.

“What if I don’t get accepted into William Paterson’s nursing school
and wind up going into business or something worse?”  I despise staring at
a computer screen!  As a NJ STAR applicant, I know I will fulfill my
dream and do it for free.”

PCCC offers a variety of scholarships such as PEPSI and NJ STARS.
“I am ready for a challenge, and I am sure I will find it at PCCC. It’s

the best place for me to begin my college career,” she said.
From there, Daley plans to participate in NJ STARS 2 which will

cover up to four consecutive semesters to those who maintain eligibility at
an approved four-year public college.

Students should graduate from PCCC with an associate degree within
five semesters, maintain a 3.0 GPA, and be accepted by one of the partici-
pating New Jersey state four-year public colleges. Immediately following
their graduation from PCCC, they must maintain a full time student (12-18
credits) status and complete the financial aid application each year, al-
though it is not need based.

If you would like to get more information of how to apply for NJ
STARS, contact PCCC office of admissions at (973) 684-6868 or email
admissions at www.pccc.edu.

Students interested in math and science can benefit from a free pre-
college summer program called Upward Bound.

It is designed to equip low- income, potential first generation college
students, with the skills and motivation necessary to complete high school
and to enter and graduate from a program of post- secondary education.

It is a national federally-funded TRIO program which is an educa-
tional opportunity program designed to help low income, first generation
and/or disabled Americans enter college.

Since it began in 1965, Upward Bound is now located in 800 sites
around the country and assists more than 70,000 students. About 91% of
Upward Bound participants who graduate from high school immediately
enter college, versus only 41% of students who did not participate in the
program.

Here in New Jersey, Upward Bound participants include Ramapo
College, the New Jersey Institute of Technology, Montclair State Univer-
sity, ASPIRA, ad Seton Hall University.

The project provides academic instruction in mathematics, science,
composition, literature, and foreign languages. tutoring, counseling
monitoring, cultural enrichment, and work-study programs also are
supported.

In Upward Bound, students will learn how to study smart and man-
age time wisely, they’ll  also be introduced to new technology. Another
advantage to this program is  students  get a head start on next year
classes. During  the summer,  students get to know what college life is
like by spending time at the campus of their choice.

High school students who are interested in Upward Bound should
contact the chairperson of their math or science department for an appli-
cation into the program.

Interested in teaching?

Upward Bound gives a jump
start to science & math majors
BY ANTHONY SANTOS

Aspiring teachers can get ahead start on their teaching careers thanks
to a program called Paterson Teachers For Tomorrow (PT4T).

The afterschool program is specialized to prepare and recruit students
who plan to teach in the Paterson School district after college. The
program’s short term goals are to increase literacy, reading, writing verbal
and mathematical skill of future teachers. Participation in this program
will also increase partnerships with local organizations and will help those
who want to achieve academic excellence.

Most importantly, the role of the PT4T program is to increase the
number of William Paterson Teachers For Tomorrow Scholars graduating
from college with a WPU teaching program certificate and returning to
teach in Paterson.

Students who enroll will also have the opportunity to take college
level courses for credit. Students in grades 9-12 can participate from all
high schools in Paterson including John F Kennedy, Eastside, PPTA, Rosa
Parks, and all of the Paterson Academies.

Upon graduation, the Paterson Board of Education will hire and place
a student into elementary or secondary school which will boast them to a
faster start.

Those who participate will meet for Fall 2007 activities Tuesday
evenings and one Saturday per month at WPU. The attendance is manda-
tory but a host of activities, field trips, book discussions, presentations,
guest speakers and tutoring will be held.  Saturday field trips, will include
dinner and transportation

Interested students may contact WPU’s College of Education at 973-
720-3748.

BY JAMICKA EVANS

Racine Daley, 2006 JFK graduate, decided
to accept the NJ Stars program and pursue
nursing at PCCC.



St. Joseph’s Regional Medical Center
Retired Senior Volunteer Program
Paterson, NJ 07510
(973) 754-2970

Greater Community Bancorp
55 Union Blvd.,
Totowa, NJ  07512
(973) 942-1111

CAMP Youth Development Program
Paterson, NJ 07510
(973)720-9127

Paterson City of Drug Free
Community Support Program
125 Ellison St.
Paterson 07505

St Paul’s Community Development
Corp.
451 Van Houten St.
Paterson, NJ 07507

Children’s Services
22 Mill St
Paterson, 07501
(973) 977-4525

Volunteer Fire Company
11 Mitchell St.
Totowa, NJ 07512
(973) 925-4985

American Red Cross
Paterson, NJ 07510
(973) 977-9595

A-Step Ahead
395 10th Ave.
Paterson, NJ
973-278-7700

Elias of Hope
61 N. Maple Ave.
Fair Lawn, NJ
201-445-0550

YMCA Aging Out Program
128 Ward St.
Paterson, NJ
973-278-8019

Eva’s Sheltering Program
393 Main St.
Paterson, NJ
973-742-2262

Casa Program
53 Oliver St.
Paterson,NJ
973-523-5452

Bergen County Comunity
Action
241 Moore St.
Hackensack, NJ
201-968-0200
Senior & Handicapped
Transportation
435 Main St.
Paterson, NJ
973-881-0058

Memorial Day Nursery
397 Grand St.
Paterson, NJ
973-742-3295

Boys and Girls Club
430 Totowa Ave.
Paterson, NJ
973-389-1881

Community service opportunities
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What can be more
important then giving back
to the community you live
in?

Meeting and interact-
ing with new people and
learning new skills is an
important path to leading a
productive life. When
planning to go to college,
think about how colleges
look for a person who is a
well-rounded citizen, just as
prospective employees do.

Scholarships are often awarded on a student’s efforts in community
service.

“I loved participating and helping out people that are in need. It
made me a better person and  I can’t wait to participate in another future
project,” said Jasmine McNeil, JFK student.

She joined other students in feeding the elderly and homeless who
participated in the African American celebration dinner, organized by Mr.
Shelton J. Prescott, a resource science teacher who introduced the stu-
dents to community service.

“I wanted to give these students a sense of purpose and gratification.
Some young men and women don’t realize how fortunate and blessed
they are until they assist or fellowship with someone that is not as fortu-
nate,” said Mr. Prescott.

“It’s a humbling experience,” he said.
He has involved the students in community service projects spon-

sored by Integrity Lodge 51, Prince Hall Masons of Paterson.
“Community service is one of four components that should foster

lifelong development in the mind, body, and spirit of each and everyone
of us. God, family, education and community,” said Mr. Prescott.

Locally, there are many organizations that need volunteers to work
with children, the elderly or to be involved in projects like neighborhod
clean-ups and recycling. The list at the right provides just a sample of
such organizations.

Check with your guidance counselors for more a more extensive list
of community service opportunities.

Give back to the community
BY PILAR BAYLON

JFK students serve senior citizens and widows at a dinner
they helped to prepare as part of their community service
involvement.

Your grade point average opens or closes doors to colleges
HSPA, SAT, ACT.
Students soon learn what the

letters stand for when they get to high
school. But what about a GPA?

GPA, which stands for grade
point average, is a key ingredient to
high school, and ultimately, college
success. The college admissions office seeks a multiple of things such as
SAT scores, recommendations, income information, admission essay, and
a student’s grade point average.

Class participation and academic performance demonstrate a
student’s ability. High school transcripts, which are sent to the colleges,
indicate the courses a student took and the final grade achieved in each
class. The grade point average of all their classes is an important criteria
for college acceptance and scholarships.

BY PILAR BAYLON “I think that a student’s GPA
is very important because it
determines whether you get
accepted to good college,” said
Chris Kipkoech, who entered his
junior year at JFK with a 3.7 GPA.

Students can track their GPA
by looking at the bottom of their

report cards, below the marking period grades. Four-year state colleges
generally seek at least a 3.0 GPA, which is a B average. Students with a
lower GPA can attend a community college to raise their GPA and apply
as a transfer student to a four-year college.  Good grades in high school,
students will lead to college success.

“Attend classes regularly, complete all your assignments, study for
tests and seek extra help when needed,” advised Mr. Steven Frith, direc-
tor of guidance at JFK.

‘Attend classes regularly, complete all your

assignments, study for tests and seek extra help when

needed,’ Mr. Steven Frith, JFK director of guidance



An important tool used to determine college success is the SAT or
Scholastic Aptitude Test.

 Invented by Carl C. Brigham, it was administered to high schools
for the first time in 1926.  Colleges started looking at the SAT grades to
determine one’s eligibility to enter a school.

The SAT was recently revised because colleges felt certain parts of
the test were never taught in high schools, an example being analo-
gies. The New SAT better reflects today’s curriculum and reinforces the
importance of writing skills, according to www.eCampusTours.

The SAT contains three parts. The writing section contains mul-
tiple choice questions on grammar and usage which measure a stu-
dent’s understanding of how to recognize an error in a sentence. This
portion counts for 70 percent of the writing score.

Also, this portion includes a student’s written essay which mea-
sures a student’s ability to present ideas in a logical format, develop a
point of view, and express his or her ideas under timed conditions.
Students are given 25 minutes to complete the essay which counts for
30 percent of the writing score. The second part is the Critical Reading
Section which contains short-reading passages, which measure a
student’s knowledge of genre, cause and effect, rhetorical devices, and
comparative arguments.

The third section reflects the mathematics that college bound
students learn during their three years in high school. It is suggested
that students bring calculators with which they are comfortable to take
the SAT.

The SAT takes about three hours and 45 minutes to complete and
has been criticized because of its length. Each section is scored on the
familiar 200-800 scale, giving a total range of 600-2400 points. The
essay is scored from 0-12, which is included as 1/4 of the total writing
score.

Juniors should apply to take the PSAT in October and then take
the SAT in the spring. To register go to www.collegeboard.com or
apply through your guidance counselor. PSAT’s cost $15 and the SAT is
$41.50. Students should take the SAT again their senior year. However,
students who receive free lunch may be eligible for two fee waivers
during their high school career. Waivers are obtained through guidance
counselors.

BY ONEILL HERNANDEZ

The SAT isn’t the only college admission test. The ACT, most popu-
lar in the Midwest, is now widely accepted by colleges here.

The major differences between the SAT and the ACT are as follows:
The SAT has a score 200-800 points per section, added together for

a combined score. A 2,400 is the highest possible score one can achieve
on the SAT.

However, the ACT is scored 1-36 per section and an average score is
calculated for a composite score of which the highest is 36. Students
should register for the ACT about four weeks before the test date by
going to www. Actstudent.org.

The ACT is a four section exam (English, math, reading and scien-
tific reasoning) that is administered six times a year. The SAT is a ten-
section exam (three critical reading, three math’s, three writing, and
one experimental part) that is administered seven times a year.

The ACT has a science section. Many people avoid taking the ACT
because of the science portion of the test. However, students should
realize that this section of the ACT tests reasoning skills and not the
actual knowledge of science.

The essay required on the SAT must be completed within a 25-
minute time period, but is optional on the ACT. More importantly, the
essay factors into a student overall SAT score but not their composite
ACT scores.

There is no penalty for wrong answers on the ACT. In contrast, on
the SAT, the overall score is affected by wrong answers, not omitted
answers.

The SAT tends to work slightly more like an IQ tests than does the
ACT. The SAT math consists of basic geometry up to algebra II while the
ACT has trigonometry. So at least marginally, good test-takers do better
on the SAT while good students do better on the ACT.

In the end, students need to take whichever test their prospective
colleges require. But if those colleges will accept either exam, students
should probably make a decision about where to focus most of their
prep efforts.

Students may take both the SAT and the ACT. A lot of overlap
exists between the exams, and at least attempting both of them may
give students the best shot of getting the score they need.

The cost for the ACT is $29 for the basic registration fee, plus
students can pay for the optional writing section which costs $14 if it
is required by their perspective colleges.

BY CECIL MITTO

Colleges require admission tests
ACT gains popularity in EastSAT offered more frequently

5. Keep track of time
6. Prepare in advance
7. Don’t cram
8. Eat a healthy breakfast

1. Answer easy questions first
2. Guess smart
3. Don’t panic!
4. Use your test book for

       scratch work

Test Taking Tips             ACT 2007-2008 Test Dates

 Test Dates      Registration Deadline     Late Fee Required

Sept. 15, 2007 Aug. 10, 2007   Aug. 11-24, 2007

Oct. 27, 2007 Sept. 21, 2007        Sept. 22- Oct. 5, ‘07

Dec. 8, 2007 Nov. 2, 2007    Nov. 3-15, 2007

Feb. 9, 2008 Jan. 4, 2008           Jan. 5-18, 2008

April 12, 2008 March 7, 2008   March 8-21, 2008

June 14, 2008 May 9, 2008           May 10-23, 2008
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The PSAT is valuable practice according to students

Students can prepare for the SAT by taking the PSAT first, in
October of their sophomore or junior year.

        Similar to the SAT, it tests language arts, math, and writing
abilities.Although the scores are not reported to college for admission criteria, they
can be used to determine eligibility for scholarships.

This year the PSAT will be given on Saturday, Oct. 20 at John F. Kennedy High
School. Registration, through your guidance counselor, is $13, however, fee waivers are
available for those receiving free or reduced lunch.
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Daniel De La Cruz

“I didn’t take the PSAT and thought
the SAT was going to be easy. But was I
ever wrong. On the test day, I didn’t eat
breakfast and I was hungry. My mom drove
me to school and I got there on time, but I
had forgotten my ticket

My mom had to drive me back home
and return to Eastside. When I got there, I
was late. I had to sit in a seat that was
too small for me and use two pencils that
needed to be sharpened.

When they gave out the test, I wasn’t
able to focus. So I answered some
questions, but I fell asleep for some parts
of the test. It was long and I really didn’t
want to take it again but I did and I was
better prepared. That’s the key!

I should have taken the PSAT to know
what to expect and have the experience of
sitting a long time for a test.

Pilar Baylon

When I took the PSAT, I felt really
comfortable knowing that I was just taking
the practice test.The math section was very
difficult considering math is my weak subject.

I prepared myself by taking the practice
book my counselor had given me. When I take
the real SAT, I’ll take more practice tests.

My experience with PSAT gave me
somewhat an understanding on what I should
do when it comes to the real SAT. Take the
PSAT. It will prepare you for the SAT.

When I woke up on the day of
the PSAT I felt very confident.  I had
taken practice SAT tests,
understood the strategies, like
answering the least difficult
questions first. Overall, I think I did
well because I practiced. Don’t go in
to the test cold, practice!

Jamicka Evans

Rabya Sultana

“If you have an SAT prep book, you should
read and familiarize yourself with the directions
ahead of time. It helps save time since you won’t
need to read the directions during the actual
test.

When I take the SAT, I will make sure that it
isn’t during Ramadan so that I can eat breakfast.
Also I need a good night’s worth of sleep and I will
prepare even more for the SAT by taking practice
tests so that I can earn a top score.

Test Dates Test Regular Deadline Late ( fee applies)
Oct. 6, 2007 SAT & Subject Tests Sept. 10, 2007 Sept. 14, 2007
Nov. 3, 2007 SAT & Subject Tests Oct. 2, 2007 Oct. 11, 2007
Dec. 1, 2007 SAT & Subject Tests Oct. 30, 2007 Nov. 8, 2007
Jan. 26, 2007 SAT & Subject Tests Dec. 26, 2007 Jan. 4, 2008
Mar. 1, 2008 SAT & Subject Tests Jan. 29, 2008 Feb. 7, 2008
May 3, 2008 SAT & Subject Tests Apr. 1, 2008 Apr. 10, 2008
June 7, 2008 SAT & Subject Tests May 6, 2008 May 15, 2008

2007-2008 SAT Schedule
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BY RABYA SULTANA

Since college cost is the biggest concern for students, it’s impor-
tant to first complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid in
order to be eligible for financial assistance. The form is completed in
senior year of high school and revised every year during college.

On this six-page form, both parent and students record their
financial information from completed income tax forms and financial
records. It is completed on-line by going to www.fafsa.ed.gov. after
Jan. 1 of the student’s senior year.

“Nothing will be processed through the mail,” explained Ms.
Kristen Heller, a guidance counselor at John F. Kennedy High School.

It starts with FAFSA
Where does my financial aid come from?

With New Jersey college tuition exceeding $10,000 a year, not
including room and board, funding is a major concern for students who
frequently ask, “how will I pay for
college?”

Basically, the answer comes in
three forms: loans, grants, and
scholarships.

The federal government is the
largest provider of student loans
which are paid back monthly over
ten years beginning six months
after the student graduates college.
The state also offers low-interest
parent loans to qualified borrowers.

Grants and scholarships are
outright gifts offered by the govern-
ment, organizations and colleges. Of
course, students seek these the most
to reduce their own costs.

Scholarships have a variety of
qualifications and grade point average requirements with due dates
that applicants must follow. Guidance counselors regularly post these
scholarship offerings and it’s important for seniors to seek them regu-
larly.

Websites are another convenient way of accessing college scholar-
ship information because they can send students information through
e-mail about scholarships offered to their qualifications. For example,
students can log onto fastweb.com and freecollegescholarships.net
where they can register to receive have scholarship notices which meet
their criteria.

Registering for these websites is free and requires information
including email address, name , contact number, GPA and other per-
sonal school oriented information.

However, students always have a greater chance of being awarded
local scholarships which are offered by a host of local civic, religious,
and professional organizations.

Local scholarships give the student a better chance of acceptance
because it narrows the odds of the student being chosen. Mr. Steven
Frith, head of the JFK guidance office, advised students to “Start
qualifying for scholarships freshmen year by starting off with good
grades. Many scholarships require a GPA of 3.0 or higher. Remember
you build your grade point average when you walk into high school
freshman year”.

JFK student Ummi Habbiba who applied for the Nordstorm schol-
arship when she was only a junior, won $10,000 for being in the top of
her senior class. She was one of the two people who applied for it.

“The problem with most students is that they get the scholarship
application but never bring them back,” said Ms. Amelia Wright, JFK
guidance counselor.

“It’s important for students to complete all parts of the scholar-
ship application on time to be considered. There’s a lot of money out
there,” she said.

She also warned against scams which charge for helping students
find scholarships.

“These are false and unnecessary. Never pay to apply for a schol-
arship. If they charge, they are not legitimate sources,” she warned.

Loans & scholarships pave the way
BY JAMIKA EVANS
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The FAFSA document is the only way for a college

bound student to get any kind of loan, grant, and some

scholarships.
However, students may record their information on the printed

FAFSA form first to help them complete the document. This form is
available through guidance departments.

The FAFSA document is the only way for a college bound student
to get any kind of loan, grant, and some scholarships. The FAFSA form
is used by every college and university in America to evaluate how
much financial aid a student needs for their higher education.

Once it is submitted, the federal government determines a
family’s contribution to college costs. This number is then reported to
the colleges chosen by the student. When the student applies to
college, the family contribution figure is considered in the financial
aid award.

“It’s important for students and parents to complete the form on
time,” said Ms. Heller, “as soon as they complete their taxes so they
can submit the request for financial aid while monies are available.”

The student and one parent must each apply for the required
FAFSA personal identification numbers (PIN) by December
of their senior year. These PINs serve as signatures when

students and parents complete the form online.
The PINs are e-mailed to the students and must be kept in a safe

place for the entire college experience since it will be used every year
when a new FAFSA form must be completed.

Ms. Heller warned that there are many scams for unexpected
FAFSA filers. Many people, programs, and websites claim that they will
complete the form for a fee.

“It’s the free application for student aid,” said Ms. Heller, empha-
sizing the word, free. “You do not have to pay for anything. You also
do not have to pay anyone to complete your form or check your
document. Just ask your guidance counselor. The official website also
offers a contact that is accessable most hours of the day and evening.”

She emphasized that www. fafsa.ed.gov. is the only website to
be used.  Many other sites will look similar to this but charge money
for the application.

On average, it can take “approximately one hour the first time
you complete it, as long as you have the necessary documentation,”
said Ms. Heller.

Paterson seniors may also get help from workshops held in Janu-
ary at the Passaic County Community College in junction with the
Paterson Education Fund. Translators will be provided. Look for an-
nouncements from the guidance office.

Umme Habbiba, JFK graduate, won  a
$10,000 scholarship from Nordstrom’s
Department store.



Foster children get special financial
assistance for college
BY ASHLEY JOHNSON

College costs can be overwhelming to any
student but there are special opportunities
for college bound students in foster care.

New Jersey has over 7,000 foster children. The
federal government provides most students with
financial aid. including the Pell Grant, Supplemental
Education Opportunity Grant and the Tuition Aid
Grant. Financial aid is assistance given to students
who are in need of money that plan to expand their
knowledge by going to college, a university or a
trade school.

Two scholarships programs in New Jersey that aid foster youth are
Foster adoptive Family Services Academic Scholarships Opportunity
Grants and Brochure (FAFS) and the New Jersey Foster Care (NJFC)
Scholars Program. Students involved in these programs will be accom-
modated with tuition and fees, room and board, books and supplies,
transportation, computer special equipment, child care costs.

 According to the American School Board Journal, foster children
are most likely to repeat a grade and are twice as likely to drop out
before graduation. The financial assistance lessens the burden for such
students.  For more information, visit www.cafsnj.org/services or for
scholarship information please see www. FAFSAonline.org/
scholarship.html.

Many disadvantaged students who meet eligibility may find their
way to college through the state’s Equal Opportunity Fund program.

Also known as “EOF” the program was created in 1967, and now
has 42 New Jersey’s community
colleges and public and private
four-year colleges and universi-
ties in its participation.

However, the actual number
of available spaces at each
college or university is limited.
To participate in an EOF pro-
gram, students must be New
Jersey residents and must apply
to a New Jersey college or
university and file a Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student Aid.
Because EOF is a campus-based
program, each campus is respon-
sible for student recruitment,
selection, program services, and
its own specific criteria for EOF
admission and program partici-
pation.

Students must complete the
college’s EOF form when they fill
out the college application. Although a student may not think they
qualify based on their income calculations, they should apply.

“Its better that they deny you, than you deny yourself,” said
John F. Kennedy High School guidance counselor Mrs. Amelia Wright.

EOF provides financial assistance and support services including

EOF makes college happen for needy students

Household Size         Not to Exceed Gross Income
1 $19,600
2 $26,400
3 $33,200
4 $40,000
5 $46,800
6 $53,600
7 $60,400
8 $67,200
** For each additional member of the
 household add $6,800.

EOF Proposed Eligibility Requirments
for Academic Year 2007-2008

Applicants with

BY JAMICKA EVANS

counseling, tutoring, developmental course work, to students from
educationally and economically disadvantaged backgrounds who attend
state colleges. The program begins right after high school graduation.

Grants are available for both
undergraduate and graduate
studies. Undergraduate grants
range from $200 - $2,500 and
graduate grants from $200 -
$4,350 depending on the type of
institution and financial need.

The EOF Program also admin-
isters the Martin Luther King
Physician-Dentist Scholarship for
students pursuing degrees in
medicine or dentistry at the
University of Medicine and Den-
tistry of New Jersey and the C.
Clyde Ferguson Law Scholarship
for students pursuing graduate
studies in law at Rutgers, the
State University or Seton Hall
University.

The Martin Luther King
Physician-Dentist and the C.
Clyde Ferguson Law Scholarships

are available only to graduate students attending institutions within
New Jersey.

For additional information, contact the Commission on Higher
Education, EOF Office at (609) 984-2709.

* “This scholarship is guaranteed, or
your money back.”
This statement is not true because
scholarships can never be guaranteed.
* “You can’t get this information
anywhere else.”
Students can find mostly all the
information they need for free at
CollegeData’s Scholarships Finder .
* “I just need your credit card or bank
account number to hold this
scholarship.”
This is a hacker’s way of saying that
they want all of a student’s parent’s
information and money. The money
will never be found again.
* “We’ll do all the work.”
A company will not be able to write a
resume or fill out an application for
students. Also, if the company will fill
out a student’s FAFSA form, DO
NOT do it because there is personal
information needed that only your
parent or guardian can only answer.
* “The scholarship will cost some

money.”
You do not have to pay anything for a
scholarship.
* “You’ve been selected by a national
foundation to receive a scholarship.”
If students didn’t apply for a program
that offers this type of scholarship,
then the student should not answer the
scam.
* “Official -sounding names”
Never check out a site that no one
knows about. These “official names”
make their own websites.
* “Membership fee”
Some “societies give” scholarships for
a fee. Do not give any kind of
payment. One scam to look out for is
“The National Honor Society” which
gives official looking mail with a $45-
$50 membership fee.
* “Billions of dollars in unclaimed
scholarships.”
The monies are really for children
whose parents/family member work
for the sponsoring company.

Beware of scams that promise...
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Kelly Johnson did 
many things to prepare 
for college while she at-
tended Passaic County 
Technical Institute. She 
earned good grades, 
focused on her stud-
ies and was involved in 
the student council and 
Distributive Education 
Council of America (DECA) 
for students interested in 
business. 

Now she is a 
sophomore at Pas-
saic County Community 
College,(PCCC) Johnson 
continues those same 
strategies to be successful.

 What is amazing 
about her achievement 
is that Johnson is autistic. 

Autism is a neurological disorder that affects the brain functions. Autism 
is diagnosed by obvious certain characteristics. These include social 
impairment, lack of verbal and non verbal communication, and poor 
imagination. About 1.5 million children are affected and the numbers 
seem to be rising about 10- 17% annually.

When she was younger, her special needs were first diagnosed. 
She overcame the obstacles of being teased and bullied, but she always 
focused on her work.

As it came time to search for college, Johnson did her own research 
and she scored high on her SATs which she only took once. Although 
Johnson didn’t receive grants or scholarships, she pays for college with 
some financial aid, her job, and an uncle’s assistance.  Her books range 
from $100 to $200 each and her tuition is over $1,500 a semester.

However, she doesn’t complain because after she graduates, she’ll 
be pursuing her dream: a graphic arts designer. When asked how she 
knew that college was right for her she replied,“ because I want a career 
that I enjoy doing.”  She changed her major from communications to 
graphic design because “I decided that communications wasn’t for me. 
It was boring.”

Johnson managed to make the necessary social adjustments which 
can be difficult for autistic students.  When she started college, she 
wasn’t familiar with the company of thousands of people and she chose  
PCCC because it was convenient for traveling. 

“Being around a large group of people from different backgrounds 
was challenging at first but I got use to it,” she said. 

After completing her courses at PCCC, Johnson hopes to transfer to 
William Paterson University to earn her bachelor’s degree.

Disability did’t stop college 
success for Paterson grad
B y  A S H l E y  J o H N S o N

     Kelly Johnson

While local colleges have programs which assist students with 
learning disabilities, there is a residential college only about a five 
hour drive from Paterson that specializes in educating students 
with specific learning disabilities.

landmark College located in Putney, Vermont, is one of the 
only accredited colleges in the United States that’s designed for 
students with dyslexia, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(AD/HD) and other specific learning disabilities. landmark teaches 
techniques, skills and strategies for success in the college and the 
workforce.

Unlike other colleges, landmark doesn’t just offer special 
programs for students with learning disabilities as add-ons to a 
traditional curriculum, but provides an integrated approach to the 
whole student. It’s whole focus is to address and transform learning 
disabilities into learning assets.

Students complete an associate’s degree in general studies 
or business studies. They are then ready to transfer into a suc-
cessful bachelor degree program at a four-year school. landmark 
graduates go to to colleges - from Ivy league to selective, colleges 
- around the country.

During the first year, students develop study habits and 
academic skills. The second year builds on these skills within the 
context of liberal arts or business studies. 

The college offers a network of support services which in-
cludes counseling, academic support, coaching. Advisors work 
one-on-one with students. Also, students live on campus, partici-
pate in sports, clubs and other college activities.

Although landmark College is an expensive private, non-prof-
it, two-year college, its tutition may be tax deductible as a medical 
cost. It also awards scholarships up to $25,000 annually, and par-
ticipates in all federal lending programs.

A representative from landmark will be at the Clifton High 
School Regional College Fair on oct. 2 from 6:30 to 8:30 PM.

Students interested this college may also visit its website at 
www.landmark college.edu or contact their guidance counselor. 

Vermont college caters to learning 
disabled students

B y  A S H l E y  J o H N S o N

According to lD Resources, there are several questions students 
and parents should ask when visiting a college/university:

* Speak with current users of support services 
*Ask if they track their lD graduates; if so, where do they go? 

Graduate school, employment?
*What’s the retention rate of lD students?
*What types of in service or support does the institution offer 

faculty re: accommodating students with special needs?
*Is support, tutorial, instruction in the program offered by interns, 

graduate students, peer tutors or trained professionals? 
*Ask how accommodations are determined and granted at the 

college and who grants them. Are they based on the high school IEP? 
This is a critical question as some colleges may link accommodations 
to what was on the IEP. That means it’s important to pay attention to 
your education plan and what’s on it in high school. They may also 
tie accommodations to what was recommended or discussed in the 
summary/conclusions of your testing. Any accommodations should be 
documented while in high school.
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Starting his senior year of high school, 17-year-old Rafael  
Martinez was very confused and undecided about his future.  
The whole college admission process of applying, visiting, 

interviewing universities was stressful. Applying for scholarships and fi-
nancial aid was foreign to his family who lacked the college experience. 
They had no money for college and didn’t know how to help.

He saw an opportunity in the U.S. army recruiters and National 
Guard who came to school looking for young, new students to trans-
form  into powerful, strong soldiers for the U.S Army National Guard. 
As the day progressed, he asked one of the recruiters some questions 
about the whole organization and he got so interested that he signed 
up on the same day.

“Money is a big reason why I decided to join,” said Martinez, “but 
I also want the discipline, the training, and the experience to help me 
achieve my goal, which is being a general in the Army National Guard.”

 After his four months in training, he will receive $4,000. With the 
money, he will attend Passaic County Community College for two years 
as an education major then, with the money from his check, and his 
bonus from boot-camp, he’ll have enough to attend William Paterson 
University full-time and live on campus, said Martinez.

He said that he is very committed in his field in the National Guard. 
He won’t be one of the soldiers in the line of battle, but the technician 
in the back handling the computers and any electrical device needed to 
succeed. 

He chose William Paterson University because it’s closer to his 
house and also one of his sisters who graduated from John F. Kennedy 
also graduated from WPU.

“I am the fourth child in a house full of women and being the third 
oldest and the only man in the house, put me in a very awkward posi-
tion. Because both my sisters graduated from college, one attended 
William Paterson University and the other attended a science and tech-
nology college in New york City, I am now in my sisters’ shadow because 
they all succeeded,” he said.

He looks to his involvement in the National Guard as a means to 
learn discipline and responsibility.

“This will help me go in the right direction toward my goal to being 
a high school teacher and a general in the Army National Guard,” said 
Martinez.

Grad opts for Nat’l Guard 

1. Do not make a quick decision by enlisting the first time you see a recruiter or 
when you are upset. A recruiter is a salesperson who will give only a positive, one-
sided picture of life in the military. Don’t make this important decision when you 
are depressed, hard up for work, confused or unsure about your future, or pres-
sured by your family. This decision affects many years of your life; don’t make it 
lightly.
2. Take a witness with you when you speak with a recruiter. There is a lot of infor-
mation to take in. A friend can take notes and help you ask questions.
3. Talk to veterans. Veterans can give you their view of military life, good and bad.
4. Consider your moral feelings about going to war. The mission of the military is 
to prepare for and wage war. If you cannot in good conscience engage in war or in 
killing, you should not consider enlisting. If you become opposed to war after you 
join, you have the right to seek a discharge, but it is a long, difficult, and uncertain 
process.
5. Get a copy of the enlistment agreement. Read the fine print carefully, especially 
the part about what the military can order you to do. you do have a right to take 
this home, look it over, and ask others about it.
6. There is no “period of adjustment” during which you may request and receive an 
immediate honorable discharge. once you have left for basic training, you must 
fulfill the full number of years (usually eight, with some of these in the reserves) 
on your enlistment contract. you cannot leave of your own free will. The military, 
however, may decide you are “unsuitable” and discharge you without your consent.
7. Get all your recruiter’s promises in writing, but also remember that the military 
can change the terms (such as pay, job, or benefits) of your work. Though there 
are no guarantees, a written statement may offer you (as a service member) some 
protection if promises are not met. However, the contract is more binding on you 
than on the military. you are ultimately responsible for information on the form, so 
don’t tell lies, even if pressured.
8. There are no job guarantees in the military. The military is not required to keep 
you in the job you trained for on a full-time or permanent basis. In fact, most re-
cruiters were involuntarily reassigned to their jobs. Placements are mostly depen-
dent on what the military perceives it needs. Most military jobs are in areas that 
account for only a small percentage of civilian jobs.
9. Military personnel cannot exercise all of the civil liberties enjoyed by civilians. 
you do not have the same constitutional rights. your rights to free speech, assem-
bly, petition, and exercise of individual expression (such as clothing or hairstyle) 
are restricted. you must follow all orders given to you, whether you agree with 
them and consider them right or fair.
10. Many opportunities exist for you to serve your community and enhance your 
skills. Before you decide to enlist, check out other options that would help you “be 
all you can be.” Travel, education, money for school, job training, and adventure 
can all be found in other ways. your local community may even have opportunities 
that you hadn’t considered.

By federal law, all 18-year-old males must register for Selective 
Service. 

Selective Service is a way the U.S. government keeps a list of names 
of men from ages 18-25 from which to drawn in case of a national 
emergency requiring rapid expansion of American armed forces. In a 
crisis requiring a draft, men would be called in sequence determined by 
random lottery number and year of birth. Then, they would be exam-
ined for mental, physical and moral fitness by the military before being 
deferred or exempted from military service or inducted into the armed 
forces. 

 Almost all male U.S. citizens regardless of where they live, and 
male immigrant aliens residing in the U.S., are required to be registered 
with Selective Service if they are at least 18 years old but are not yet 26 
years old. 

Selective Service registration mandatory for 18-year-old males
B y  F R E D D y  A C o S T A

Before you join, read the details
B y  F R E D D y  A C o S T A

Some non-citizens are required to register. others are not. Nonciti-
zens who are not required to register with Selective Service include men 
who are in the U.S. on student or visitor visas, and men who are part of 
a diplomatic or trade mission and their families. Almost all other male 
noncitizens are required to register, including illegal aliens, legal perma-
nent residents, and refugees. The general rule is that if a male noncitizen 
takes up residency in the U.S. before his 26th birthday, he must register 
with Selective Service. Males who do not register, could be prosecuted 
and fined up to $250,000 and/or be put in jail for up to five years. Regis-
tration is also a requirement to qualify for federal student aid, job train-
ing benefits, and most federal employment.

Men 18 through 25 years old can register by completing a form at 
the post office. Some high schools have a faculty or staff member who 
serves as a Selective Service Registrar. They can also go online at www.
sss.gov to sign up. 
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Where should I go after I graduate high school? What is the best
quality school I can go to? Two, four year college, or a technical
school? Before students can make up there mind, they first have to
look at their career goals, academic readiness, and financial ability.

There’s a college for everyone and finding it can be a little confus-
ing. Students may choose private or
public colleges, two-year, four-year
college, and even a technical school.

Private schools are funded by
donors and the student tuition is
often more expensive than public
schools. The average cost of tuition
for one year at a private school
maybe $19,000, while at a public
school it averages $10,000.  For
example,  tuition at Montclair State
University (public) is $8,404 com-
pared to $24,644 at Fairleigh
Dickinson University (private). These
two schools are both located in New
Jersey and they have an $18,116
difference in cost.

While tuition is higher at private
colleges, they are generally more
generous with financial aid because
of donations which help fund them.

Most public are larger than
private colleges. Depending on the
student, this can be an advantage or disadvantage.

Private schools tend to offer more guaranteed housing on campus
than public school. Students are also more likely to get into the course
they want at most private than public. The most difficult issue about
these two is quality. Many private schools are thought to have stronger
academic reputations than public schools that offer top-notch educa-
tion. More often that not it is the student who sees how strong of an
education he or she gets.

Basically, there are several types of schools from which to choose.
Universities are usually large, regionally accredited schools with a

great diversity of offerings. Some universities contain several colleges,
such as the College of Law or the College of Education. Universities
offer four-year degrees (baccalaureate or bachelor’s degrees.), and
master’s degrees (one or two years of academic credit past the
bachelor’s.) Some offer a doctorate (Ph.D.) in various fields of study.
They are often state-supported, or considered public versus private
institutions.

Colleges usually refer to four-year institutions which grant
bachelor’s degrees. Graduate degrees, master’s and doctorate, may or
may not be offered.  Colleges are usually smaller than universities and
frequently have fewer majors and course offerings.

Community colleges, sometimes referred to as “junior colleges,”
are regionally accredited two-year institutions supported by state funds
and local taxes. They offer associate degrees designed to transfer into a
four-year institution. They also offer many associate and vocational
certificate programs to be completed in two years or less.

Tuition is generally less than four-year universities/colleges and
private vocational schools.

Quashee Proctor is a 2005 John F. Kennedy graduate who is at-
tending Passaic County Community College on his journey to become a

physical education teacher.
“I chose PCCC because I needed to raise my grade point average

and get ready for college level courses,” said Proctor, who looks to play
football when he transfers to William Paterson University.

Why did he choose college? “I want to become a P.E. teacher and
also I want to have a sense of success,” he responded.

PCCC is also affordable.
“Financial aid covers every-

thing. Maybe when I transfer to a
university I will need more finan-
cial assistance,” he said.

For Proctor, a tech school
would not have prepared him for a
teaching career.

Vocational or technical
schools usually train students in a
specific career field, such as
accounting, welding, cosmetology,
legal assistant, computer technol-
ogy, and culinary arts.

Many are private and charge
relatively high tuition. Graduates
earn a diploma, certificate, or
sometimes, an associate’s or
bachelor’s degree in two years or
less.

The accreditation of a voca-
tional institute is crucial, espe-

cially if students ever want to transfer credit to another institution.
Quality vocational institutions are accredited by one of several national
accrediting groups, such as the Accrediting Commission of Career
Schools and Colleges of Technology, Accrediting Council of Independent
Colleges and Schools, Council on Occupational Education or the Dis-
tance Education and Training Council.  Many, if not most, vocational
institutions are private.

There are several major considerations when choosing a technical
school over a college. Tuition is generally high for tech schools, as
much as $25,000. Their focused programs concentrate only on the
career specifics, not a liberal arts education. They have the advantage
of offering specific courses for a specific career.

However, many of those career-specific courses will not transfer to
a college toward an associate or bachelor degree. A key factor when
considering a technical school is credit transfer.  This is an important
consideration since students frequently change career goals after
taking specific course within the major.

In contrast, most courses at a community college can transfer to
any four-year college of their choice, except some that are taken for
certification courses, such as medical billing, etc.

On the plus side, tech schools don’t necessarily require high scores
on a SAT or ACT exam. However, neither does Passaic County Commu-
nity College.

Many boast good job placement rates, and instructors usually have
real-life job experience, as well as a good understanding of job market
trends.

But there’s a down side. The education provided at most of these
schools is not very broad—it’s technical and oriented purely to what
the market wants at the moment.

College or technical schools? The choice is yours
BY DANIEL DE LA CRUZ

2005 graduate Quashee Proctor attends Passaic County Community College and plans to transfer
to William Paterson University to pursue teaching.
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What does Paterson graduate Kevin King have in common
with Martin Luther King, Langston Hughes, Toni Braxton,
Spike Lee, Thurgood Marshall, and Oprah Winfrey?

Like them, he attends an historically Black college or
university.

Historically Black Colleges or Universities (HBCU) were
established before 1964 with the intention of serving the
African American community. There are more than 100 HBCUs
in the United States and they come in all types and sizes.
HBCUs can be public or private. Some can be for women or
men.

“My mother was always strong on roots,” said King, a
2004 graduate of John F. Kennedy High School, who is attend-
ing Clark Atlanta University in Atlanta, GA.

He recalled is campus visit in the fall of 2006.
“The university has a hall which is a tribute to Blacks. It’s

incredible, lined with the paintings of famous African-Ameri-
cans who have achieved great accomplishments,” said King
who found the school “inspirational and fostering pride in his
culture.”

Describing the campus as “beautiful with a lot to do,”
King earned a full scholarship to Clark for his basketball
talent.  Now a junior and criminal justice major, King began
his college career at Passaic County Community College were
he also played basketball.

“At first I majored in early childhood education at PCCC,” said
King, “but as I considered career choices, I determined I wanted to be a
police officer.”

He received scholarship offers from William Paterson University,
Vorrhees in South Carolina, and Clark.

“I didn’t want to stay in the north; it’s too cold. Voorhees is too
rural and Clark has the great location of Atlanta. It was my perfect
choice,” he said.

King described the courses as “challenging” and has enjoyed the
responsibility of doing laundry, cooking and taking care of himself.

“Living on campus is different. It helps you become more indepen-
dent. Play a sport and you meet so many people and the coaches are so
helpful,” said King who plans to pledge for Omega Fraternity Phi Si in

the fall.
He advised Paterson stu-

dents to keep trying and find an
outlet like sports to help open
doors for college.

“People can overshadow
you and get you off track. But
the main goal is to better
yourself. Don’t allow yourself
to get stuck. Push through and

it’s clear skies. You will succeed in
the end.”

Students interested in HBCU have many choices. Just a few are
described below.

Morehouse College, just outside Atlanta, Ga., has been described
as the best of historically black higher-education institutions for men
in the United States.

Alabama State University is a historically black university in
Montgomery, Ala. It was originally founded in Marion, Ala. under the
name of Lincoln Normal School. It is historically noted as one of the

most important HBCUs due to the
depth of its involvement in the Civil
Rights Movement.

Southern University in Baton
Rouge, La. is the largest HBCU and one
of the most prestigious universities.
From its humble beginnings, Southern
University has become the only Black
university system in America with an
enrollment of over 15,000 students.

More north, Cheyney University
in Cheyney, Pa., has been known for
graduation prominent alumni through
its education and journalism depart-
ments. Chyney, founded in 1837, is the
oldest HBCU for the purpose of higher
education for youth of African de-
scent.

Lincoln University, just an hour
outside Philadelphia, PA, has been
described a top-tier university of
historically black higher-education
institutions in the United States and
the second-oldest HBCU (founded

1854) for the purpose of higher education for youth of African descent.
Howard University in Washington, D.C. is one of the most promi-

nent historically black higher education in- stitutions in the United
States. It is a comprehen-
sive, research-oriented,
private university provid-
ing an educational expe-
rience of exceptional
quality to students of

high academic potential with
particular emphasis upon the provision of

educational opportunities to promising Black students. Howard
produces more African American doctorate degrees than any institution
in the world and also has several notable alumni. Howard is the only
historically Black university to make the U.S. News & World Report’s
top 100 colleges and universities.

Florida A & M University of Tallahassee has been announced as
the best school for African Americans in 2006 by Black Enterprise
Magazine. It was named College of the Year by Time Magazine in 1999.
Founded on October 3,1887, as the State Normal College for Colored
Students, the venerable HBCU offers 62 bachelors degrees in 103 ma-
jors/tracks and provides 36 masters degrees in 56 majors/tracks.

Xavier University of Louisiana (New Orleans) is the top school in
the nation in the placement of black students into medical schools and
has the largest number of black undergraduates receiving degrees in
biology or life sciences. Xavier also has the distinction of being the
only historically Black and Catholic university in the Western hemi-
sphere.

North Carolina Central University located in Durham is a rapidly
growing institution. It is the first liberal arts college for African Ameri-
cans in the country. Its School of Law is ranked as one of America’s top
law schools in the nation by the Princeton Review. With a student
population of 9,000, NCCU is the ninth largest HBCU. NCCU also has the
HBCU graduation rate in North Carolina. In 2005, NCCU ranked third in
North Carolina in admitting the most National Merit Scholars.

BY NYSIAH REESE

Historically Black Colleges connect students to their roots

F.G Clark Activity Center Southern University in

Baton Rouge, Lousiana.

JFK graduate Kevin King, now a junior at Clark Atlanta
University, appreciates the special tribute historically
black colleges provide to African-Americans.
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It’s never too late to learn
Gertha Evans raised her daughters, supported her husband with a

simple nursing degree for 12 years. Her husband earned most of the
money with his job as a construction worker and pipefitter while Mrs.
Evans made her side money to buy the food, take care of the household
needs. All that worked until, James Evans suffered from a stroke and
immediately had to retire from work. What was she to do?

At the age of 37, she returned to Passaic County Community
College to advance her degree in nursing and earn her license to admin-

When planning a course of study, students must consider what
courses will be transferrable to a four-year-college.

Remedial courses and certain certification courses offered at a
community college, such as medical billing, are not transferrable as
college credit.

This could cost the student more money and time to finish their
education.

To assist students in the transfer process, the state has devel-
oped a website, www.njtransfer.org., where students can plan their
academic program.

Students can utilize the NJ TRANSFER Find Course Equivalencies
component to determine the transferability of their courses to partici-
pating colleges and universities.

“Each Recommended Transfer Program” lists the general educa-
tion and major departmental requirements. Students are also strongly
encouraged to read the text information found at the bottom of the
grid and click on links, where available, for more detailed information
about the institution's academic policies and requirements.

Transfer students should also seek advice on transferring to
participating colleges and universities from their academic advisor or
campus transfer counselor if attending a New Jersey community
college. Students at a four-year institution who plan to complete and
transfer a course from a community college, should first seek permis-
sion from their advisor.

When visiting the njtransfer website, students may visit a
college's/university's website, located under 'NJ Colleges and Universi-
ties' on the drop down menu, to familiarize themselves with the
application/admissions procedures and deadlines.

To learn more about an institution's transfer policies, admissions
requirements, or to ask a specific question, check the NJTransfer
website.

Of course, program requirements at two and four-year colleges
may change. Therefore, it is advisable to consult frequently with
Internet resources, including NJ TRANSFER, and advisor or transfer
counselor for changes in course and program requirements.

Not all credits are created equal

• 44% of America’s undergraduate students go to community
college

• About 25% of current high-school seniors  will attend com-
munity college next year

• 58% of community college students are women
• 29 is the average age of a community college student
• There are over 1,100 community colleges in the U.S -995

public -137 independent
• 30% of community college students are minorities
• Average tuition  of a community college is $1,518 per year
•The average expected lifetime earnings for a graduate with an

associate’s degree is about $250,000 more than an individual with
only a high school diploma.

• Over 80% of community college students work at least part-
time

Source: American Association of Community Colleges

Community colleges gain popularity

BY JAMICKA EVANS BY PILAR BAYLON

At 37, Gertha Evans of Paterson, returned to Passaic County
Community College to advance her education in nursing.

‘Just have faith and know that you can better yourself

and never let anyone put you down, or tell you it’s too

late for you to go back to school,’ said Mrs. Gertha Evans.
ister medicine. She became an registered nursing assistant (RNA) which
produced more work opportunities. With regular quizzes and studying
time, it wasn’t easy to manage a home.

Going back to college meant having to balance work with school,
raise two girls and help her husband recover. Mrs. Evans days were
filled with taking her husband to rehab and to his doctors, making sure
her daughters had food on the table and  complete their homework.
She did all this and still managed to receive her degree and maintain a
job.

“I’m glad I went back to college because without that, I wouldn’t
have been able to make the money I’m making now,” said Mrs. Evans,
reflecting on the effort.

Other people were coming into her field and taking her job be-
cause they had both qualifications of being a nurse and distributing
medication. That was another factor that drove her to continue her

education and advance in
her career.

“At times, when
things got so difficult, I
wanted to just give up,
but I knew that the future
of my family was on my
shoulders,” she said.

“I earned good grades
in high school, but con-
tinuing my college educa-
tion right after graduation
was just something I
wasn’t into. I figured my
husband made money so
nursing could be extra.”

She earned her RNA
after three months of
training and is now a
certified nurse. She works
at a nursing home and
since she is certified to
dispense medication, she
can take on numerous side

jobs including home health care.
Through it all, she made it, proving that it is never too late to

further your education.
“Just have faith and know that you can better yourself and never

let anyone put you down, or tell you its too late for you to go back to
school,” said Mrs. Evans.



As a student at John F. Kennedy High School, Sha’Ron Harrison
put her heart into basketball and studied hard to maintain her grade
point average.

At times, especially during basketball season, completing assign-
ments and preparing for tests was a struggle. But as Harrison looks
back, it was worth it.

The 2006 graduate earned a full athletic scholarship to the Univer-
sity of Delaware and couldn’t be happier. She is part of the growing
number of Paterson students whose athletic abilities earn them scholar-
ships to college.

“I love this school. It offers me a great education, a wonderful
campus and great resources,” she said.

Now in her sophomore year, Harrison credits that first year college
experience with helping her to become more independent and seeing a
world outside of Paterson’s streets.

“The transition from high school to college wasn't difficult,” said
Harrison, “however, it was just a great change for one’s life. It is a
great change because you get to experience different cultures, different
activities, different skills of teaching and most of all, the experience of
independence.”
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Student athlete earns scholarship to the University of Delaware
Harrison lives on

campus and recom-
mended all the students
who plan to go to col-
lege, to live in the dorms
because it gives the full
experience of college life
and independence.

When asked to
describe a typical day on
campus, she replied,
“class, practice and
studying.”

“My road to college
began in high school,”
said Harrison. My Com-
munication Academy
teachers helped build my
sense of responsibility
and my coach helped me
get into college.”

She added, “I can’t
really say that I knew
that college was right for
me, but I can say that I
wanted to expand my education and continue to work towards being
successful,” said Harrison.

She entered college as a criminal justice major, but has switched
to human services so she can be a social worker in a school system
after graduation.

BY KELLY BELTRAN

‘I can’t really say that I knew that college was right for

me, but I can say that I wanted to expand my education

and continue to work towards being successful,’...Sha’Ron

Harrison, University of Delaware sophomore

BY KELLY BELTRAN

Kwasi Gilbert, a top student in the Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics Academy, thought he wanted to
pursue a career in math.

However, after experiencing an enriching program
at Syracuse University which awarded him a full schol-
arship, he now plans to become a special education
teacher.

Gilbert, a 2004 John F. Kennedy graduate, went to
college with a very open mind, and the various experi-
ences helped determine his future career. Like a large
percentage of students, he participated in new pro-
grams at college which helped to form his career
interest.

“We had an opportunity to work with special
needs children and I really gained such satisfaction
relating to them.  I’ve come to realize a great need
exists to educate these children and I wish to be part
of it,” said Gilbert.

A quiet person who makes studying a priority,
Gilbert has adjusted to the large Syracuse campus.

Although he considered himself a “homebody,” he
has adjusted to dorm life to take advantage of the
benefits of being at a prestigious university, its support services and
opportunities.

“I am just doing my life. I don’t get into my roommate’s life,” he
said.  “At first I just wanted to return home, but I think about all the

special kids that need me and I am focused to complete my degree.”
Living on campus, Gilbert works about 16 hours a week in his

college cafeteria, where he earns $8 per hour.
“It’s really hard to work and study at the

same time,” he said but he has his mind totally
focused.  He said he has free time with his
friends, but that the party scene is not for him.

“Many students get distracted with excessive
drinking and partying, but I’d rather pursue my
education, have some fun, work and keep every-
thing balanced,” said Gilbert who followed that
same pattern while a high school student.

While at Kennedy, joined the Operation Link-
up program which helped him get to college.
Operation Link-Up (OLU) began in 1988 as a
means to encourage students from public schools
in Paterson to go to college.  It works with
Syracuse’s summer college to motivate inner-city
minority teens to pursue a college education.

OLU encourages students through mentoring,
tutoring and other services. Paterson students
who have participated in the Operation Link-Up
program may qualify for Syracuse University’s full

scholarship. Interested students may contact OLU on line at
www.operationlinkup.org or by calling Mr. Carey Jenkins, OLU execu-
tive director, at 973-942-4822. The program is located at the Christo-
pher Hope Community Center, 60 Temple St., Paterson.

From math to special education, student plans to meet needs

Syracuse University student Kwasi Gilbert, once a
math major, now looks to become a special ed
teacher thanks to a volunteer program at college.

A star basketball for the Lady Knights while at JFK, Sha’Ron
Harrison commemorates her 1000 point milestone. She now
studies at the University of Delaware on a full athletic
scholarship.



For Rumki Chowdhury, senior at William Paterson University,
commuting to campus did not keep her from being heavily involved in
activities and excel as a student.

The 2004 John F. Kennedy High School graduate said she learned
to manage her time well to enjoy both the academics and social life at
WPU. In fact, she plans to graduate December
2007, a semester earlier.

“I commute because WPU is a seven-minute
drive from my home.  First year of college, I was
uncertain whether to join any clubs or organiza-
tions because I wanted to be focused on my
coursework.  However, I could not resist and
ended up running for secretary of the South
Asian Students Association and won!,” she said.

 She advanced to vice president and then
president of the organization.

 “I have begun an online magazine called
Sense South Asia, www.sensesouthasia.org,
which is aimed toward the modern South Asian
and others who want to learn about the South
Asian culture.  I aspire to get it to print some-
time in fall, 2007,” she said.

As a freshman, she also became a staff
writer for the campus newspaper, The Beacon,
and advanced to features editor and then, editor-
in-chief.

“It was an experience to remember as the
newspaper is student-run and similar to a small
business.  I learned many skills from Ad-sales to
QuarkXpress,” said Chowdhury. “I must say that
being Editor-in-chief of The Torch at JFK High
School prepared me with the diligence necessary to run a newspaper.”

 Since Chowdhury’s Muslim faith is an important part of her life,
she also wanted to join the Muslim Students Association but thought
she might not fit in.

“I assumed that the MSA was strict and I did not cover or wear
hijab (head covering).  However, the president persuaded me to join
and I discovered that MSA is open to anyone and everyone, filling
minds with the knowledge of Islam through guest speakers and open
student forums, she said.

So enthusiastic about the group, Chowdury became its public
relations officer.

Within WPU, there have been events where different religious groups
have joined us in peaceful discussions about our faiths,” she explained.

A student within the Science, Technology, Engineering and Math-
ematics (STEM) Academy of JFK, Chowdhury credited her involvement
in school activities as a preparation for her leadership roles in college.

“Because I had entered various competi-
tions in speech and poetry reading through-
out high school, I learned to speak in front of
large crowds. Public speaking is one skill
necessary when being a leader in any organi-
zation,” she said.

She particularly remembered junior year
for its college preparation activities.

“It was very stressful for me especially
with the amount of courses I was taking
including AP and Honors; however, I managed.
Organization is key; in fact, organization is
one skill that students will carry into their
college careers,” she said.

In making the transition from high
school to college, Chowdhury stressed the
importance of responsibility in order to be
successful.

 “The difference between high school and
college is that students are entirely  respon-
sible for themselves.  There is no one to wake
them up for class. Students  make up their
own schedule and choose whether or not to
attend class.  When in need of using the
bathroom, students can just leave and return
to class,” she said.

 “Responsibility is in the students’ hands academically and so-
cially.  Therefore, they should remember that if their parents are pay-
ing for the education, then why let that money go to waste?  Why not
make the most of their college experience?” she said.

Chowdhury’s journey to WPU began with earning high grades and
doing well on her SATS.

“My SAT scores helped me attain a full scholarship to WPU,” she
said. “I believe I did well, however, I do not think that such aptitude
tests really define a student’s ability to tackle numerous challenges
they will be facing throughout their college careers.”

She applied to WPU because of its excellent English program and
the many clubs that interested her.

“I attained a full trustee scholarship and there is a certain grade-
point-average I need to maintain.  Fortunately, with the support of
family and friends and personal dedication, I have managed to remain
a trustee,” she explained.

  An English major who loves to write, Chowdhury plans to attend
graduate school and attain her PhD to become a professor.

As Chowdhury prepares her next step to graduate school, she
offered advice to Paterson youth.

“Don’t let anyone tell you that you’re not good enough because
everyone has the ability to be successful academically and socially.
Take every opportunity you can to show people your capabilities
whether it is answering a question in class (wrong or right, you are
brave) or entering an essay/poetry reading/speech competition.  If you
are confident, then you will succeed.”

Managing time leads to academic & social success
BY RABYA SULTANA

Rumki Chowdury, who plans to graduate from William Paterson
University in December 2007, made time for academics and
activities as a commuter student.

‘Responsibility is in the students’ hands academically

and socially.  Therefore, they should remember that if

their parents are paying for the education, then why let

that money go to waste?  Why not make the most of

their college experience?’...Rumki Chowdhury, William

Paterson University senior

“I tried to help other students understand that it does not matter
whether one is covered or not, or even Muslim. The MSA is a nation-
wide organization and with links to other universities and colleges.
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When Felix Medrano looked at Ramapo College, the small class size
and beautiful campus caught his attention. Not only was he accepted
for admission, but he was also awarded acceptance to the New Jersey
Equal Opportunity Program and grants which pay his tuition.

“I did not receive any scholarships because I was not smart
enough to apply for them. Students need to invest some time searching

for these great oppor-
tunities. I received the
NJ Tag grant, the SEOG
grant, NJ EOF grant,
and Pell grant,” said

The biology major,
now a junior, originally
planned to commute to
college.

“My high school
English teacher at JFK,
Mrs. Chung, advised me
to live on campus. She
said that living on
campus would help me
to be more focused in
school work; she was
absolutely right!, said
Medrano.

He especially likes
the small class size.

“I have never
taken a class with more than 40-45 students. This fact was very impor-
tant for me because the professors really get to know you and they are
the ones who will serve as your reference when you apply for graduate
school or a job,” he said.

Explaining his schedule, Medrano said he has science classes all
day Mondays and Thursday and works in the biology lab Tuesday and
Fridays.  “The latest I get up is 9:30 AM; take a shower and then
classes all day. Wednesday is club meetings day. Everyday I make sure I
call my family just to stay in touch. I don’t like eating by myself so I
always call my friends to have lunch or dinner together,” he said.

Medrano finds Ramapo’s campus attractive.
“There is a lot of green space on and around campus to sit down,

study, or simply relax. The dorms are nice, and except Pine Hall, you
don’t have to share your bathroom with more than five people. Besides
this, Ramapo guarantees four years of housing if you apply for housing
as a freshman.“ he explained.

Medrano said he decision to attend college stems from his eager-
ness to learn.

“I always heard people telling me that without a degree or a
certification in something it becomes really hard to find a good job,”
he said.  “But more important than that, going to college for me was
an innate feeling. I believe everyday we learn something new, and that
makes us eternal students. It is our choice whether or not to feed our

hunger of knowledge. Ever since I can remember I have been a very
inquisitive student and I felt that going to college was going to expand
my academic and personal horizons.”

Comparing high school to college, Medrano said students need to
be more responsible and manage time wisely to succeed.

“As a whole, college is not difficult. However, most students,
especially freshman, have difficulty working on their own. Most profes-
sors think of every student as an adult and they are very explicit about
what they want. They want everybody to learn, and do the class’s work
on time and to the best of their abilities. However, professors will not

Equal Opportunity Program paved way for college
BY ASHLEY JOHNSON

Ramapo College junior, Felix Medrano, received tuition assistance
through the Equal Opportunity Fund and federal grants.

‘Going to college for me was an innate feeling. I believe

everyday we learn something new, and that makes us

eternal students. It is our choice whether or not to feed

our hunger of knowledge. Ever since I can remember I

have been a very inquisitive student and I felt that going

to college was going to expand my academic and personal

horizons.’...Felix Medrano, Ramapo College junior

remind you of this in every class session. They will say it once, and
give you a syllabus. From then on, you are on your own and you have
to set standards to yourself,” he explained.

His recipe for success?
“Developing good time management skills, prioritizing your school

work, and staying away from procrastination are key points for a
successful semester. Again, establishing a solid GPA during your fresh-
man year will very much help you in the following years,” he advised.

Medrano cited “working on my own, writing term papers, and
staying up late studying,” as his biggest college adjustments.

However, preparation for college began long before freshman year.
In fact, he credited his teachers and JFK staff for their support.

“Everybody that knew me back then helped me to get into college.
I think the entire JFK faculty proofread my application essays at least
once or twice,” he recalled.

It was his own diligence which earned him the grades and accep-
tance into Ramapo.

“Everything I did in high school prepared me for college. Doing
the classwork and paying attention in class is a really important factor
and you always have to take that very seriously. Extracurricular activi-
ties also helped me to learn how to manage my time and become a
more organized person. I had summer jobs, ASPIRA club in school; I
played baseball, and participated twice in the National History Day
contest,” he said.

After college he wants to conduct biomedical research for a year or
so and then apply to medical school.

‘Everything I did in high school prepared me for college. Doing the classwork and paying attention

in class is a really important factor and you always have to take that very seriously.’...Felix Medrano



TEST TRACKER

Keep track of your test preparation, your test dates and your scores with this chart. Remember, colleges average your best
scores, so take the SAT several times to afford yourself the greatest opportunity to do well.

October of 200___
First SAT I

Date:
Second SAT I

Date:

PSAT THIRD SAT 1
Date:

Math:___________________
Verbal__________________
Writing:_________________

Math:____________________
Verbal:___________________
Writing:__________________

Math:____________________
Verbal:___________________
Writing:__________________

Math:___________________
Verbal:__________________
Writing:_________________

Subject SATS ACT
Date:_____________________

Composite Score:__________

MY COLLEGE PREFERENCES
College Features Yes No Maybe  College of Interest

Two-Year Public College

Two-Year Private College

S
iz

e

Very small (<1,000)

Date:_____________ Subject:______________ Score:_______

Date:_____________ Subject:______________ Score:_______

Date:_____________ Subject:______________ Score:_______

Ty
p

e

Four-Year Public College

Four-Year Private College

Technical/Vocational

Small Liberal Arts College

University (rather than college)

Single-Sex

Co-educational

Urban

Suburban

RuralS
et

ti
n

g

Small (1,000-3,000)

Moderate (3,000-5,000)

Mid-Sized (5,000-10,000

Large (10,000-15,000

Very Large (>15,000)

S
el

ec
ti

vi
ty

Extremely Selective

Very Selective

Somewhat Selective

Selective

Minimally Selective

Noncompetitive
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COLLEGE APPLICATION CHECKLIST

You may use this college application checklist and stay on top of your application tasks, paperwork, and deadlines.

Application
Checklist

 1st College Name 2nd College Name 3rd College Name 4th College Name

Request info/application

Regular application
deadline

Early application deadline

Safety? Regular? Reach?

Request High School
Transcript Sent

Request midyear grade
reports sent

SAT Required

SAT Subject Tests re-
quired

Release SAT Subject
Test Scores

Send SAT Scores

Send AP Grades

Request letters of recom-
mendation

Send thank-you notes

Write and proofread
admission essay/s

Have two people read
your essays

College/on-site interview

Send thank-you to inter-
viewer
Copy all application
materials and give to
guidance counselor

Priority financial aid
deadline

Regular financial aid
deadline

File FAFSA

Receive response from
college
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