






Name of School Address website Tuition & Fees* Room & Board* Admission Office Phone # Students Type of school

Atlantic Cape Comm. College 5100 Black Horse Pike; Mays Landing, NJ 08330-2699 www.atlantic.edu $2,750 none 609-343-5000 6,177 2-yr. public co-ed college

Bergen Community College 400 Paramus Rd; Paramus, NJ 07652 www.bergen.edu $203 per credit none 201-447-7195 13,235 2-yr. public co-ed community college

Berkeley College** Garret Mtn. Campus, 44 Rifle Camp Rd; West Paterson, NJ www.berkeleycollege.edu $6,350 per quarter $9,000 800-446-5400 2,201 4-yr. private co-ed college

Bloomfield College** One Park Place; Bloomfield, NJ 07003 www.bloomfield.edu $20,080 $9,500 800-848-4555 Ext. 230 2,100 4-yr. private co-ed college

Brookdale Comm. College 765 Newman Springs Rd; Lincroft, NJ 07738 www.brookdalecc.edu $216 per credit n/a 732-224-2375 12,724 community college

Burlington County College** 601 Pemberton-Browns MillsRd; Pemberton, NJ 08068 www.bcc.edu $86 per credit n/a 609-894-9311 Ext. 7396 7,519 2-yr. public co-ed college

Caldwell College** 9 Ryerson Ave; Caldwell, NJ 07006 www.caldwell.edu $24,980 $7,350 973-618-3500 2,200 4-yr. private co-ed college

Camden County College PO Box 200; Blackwood, NJ 08012 www.camdencc.edu $122 per credit none 856-227-7200 Ext. 4200 14,829 2-yr. public co-ed college

Centenary College 400 Jefferson St; Hackettstown, NJ 07840 www.centenarycollege.edu $24,930 $7,500 800-236-8679 1,760 4-yr. private co-ed college

College of Saint Elizabeth Two Convent Rd; Morristown, NJ 07960 www.cse.edu $22,547 $19,990 800-210-7900 Ext. 4700 1,848 4-yr. private school (Day-women only; adult undergrad.-co-ed)

County College of Morris 214 Center Grove Rd; Randolph, NJ 07869 www.ccm.edu $213 per credit none 973-328-5100 8,500 2-yr. public co-ed college

Cumberland County College 3322 College Drive; Vineland, NJ 08360 www.cccnj.edu $178 per credit n/a 856-691-8986 3,000 2-yr. public co-ed college

Devry University** 630 US Highway One; North Brunswick, NJ 08902-3362 www.nj.devry.edu $6,500-$7,500 per term n/a 732-435-4877 3,000 4-yr. private co-ed college

Drew University** 36 Madison Ave; Madison, NJ 07940 www.drew.edu $37,310 $10,368 973-408-3000 1,500 4-yr. private co-ed univeristy w/graduate&professional schls

Essex County College 303 University Ave; Newark, NJ 07102 www.essex.edu $3,308 n/a 973-877-3100 9,300 2-yr. public co-ed college

Farleigh Dickinson University** Metropolitan Campus-Teaneck; College at Florham-Madison, NJwww.fdu.edu $29,250 $10,575 800-338-8803 10,996 4-yr. private co-ed university w/graduate&professional schls

Felician College** 262 South Main St; Lodi, NJ 07644 www.felician.edu $25,050 $12,690 201-559-6131 1,700 4-yr. private co-ed college

Georgian Court University** 900 Lakewood Ave; Lakewood, NJ 08701 www.georgian.edu $24,490 $4,120 732-987-2760 3,000 4-yr. private liberal arts university

Gibbs College** 50 Church St; Montclair, NJ 07042 www.gibbsmontclair.com $Depends on program n/a 973-744-6962 1,700 2-yr. private co-ed school

Gloucester County College 1400 Tanyard Rd; Sewell NJ 08080 www.gccnj.edu $3,325 n/a 856-415-2209 5,610 2-yr. public co-ed college

Hudson County Comm. College 162 Sip Ave; Jersey City, NJ 07306 www.hccc.edu $1861 per credit n/a 201-714-7200 6,400 2-yr. public co-ed college

Kean University** 1000 Morris Ave; Union, NJ 07083 www.kean.edu $9,179 $12,204 908-737-7100 13,000 4-yr. public co-ed university w/graduate school

Mercer County Comm. College 1200 Trenton Rd; West Wendsor, NJ 08550 www.mccc.edu $150 per credt n/a 609-586-0505 11,000 2-yr. public co-ed college

Middlesex County College 2600 Woodbridge Ave; Edison, NJ 08818 www.middlesexcc.edu $182 per credit n/a 732-906-4243 11,000 2-yr. public co-ed college

Monmouth University 400 Cedar Ave; W. Long Branch, NJ 07764 www.monmouth.edu $12,249 $6,114 800-543-9671 6,212 4-yr. private co-ed university w/graduate&professional schls

Montclair State University One Normal Ave; Upper Montclair, NJ 07043 www.montclair.edu $9,731 $7,934 800-331-9205 13,603 4-yr. public co-ed college

New Jersey City University 2039 Kennedy Blvd; Jersey City, NJ 07305 www.njcu.edu $6,990 $6,958 888-441-NJCU 10,000 4-yr. public co-ed college

N.J. Institute of Technology** University Heights; Newark, NJ 07102-1982 www.njit.edu $6,241 $8,422 973-596-3000 8,800 4-yr. public co-ed university w/graduate&professional schls

Ocean County College College Drive, PO Box 2001; Toms River, NJ 08754-2001 www.ocean.edu $285 per credit n/a 732-255-0304 8,436 2-yr. public co-ed college

Passaic County Comm. College One College Blvd; Paterson, NJ 07505-1179 www.pccc.edu $180 per credit n/a 973-684-6868 6,863 2-yr. public co-ed college

Princeton University** PO Box 430; Princeton, NJ 08544 www.princeton.edu $35,340 $11,680 609-258-3060 4,635 4-yr. private co-ed university w/graduate&professional schls

Ramapo College of New Jersey 505 Ramapo Valley Rd; Mahwah, NJ 07430 www.ramapo.edu $9,964 $7,680 201-684-7300 5,631 4-yr. public co-ed college with four graduate progams

Raritan Valley Comm. College PO Box 3300; Somerville, NJ 08876 www.raritanval.edu $101 per credit n/a 908-253-6688 6,366 2-yr. public co-ed college

Rider University** 2083 Lawrenceville Rd PO Box 3001; Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 www.rider.edu $28,470 $10,720 800-257-9026 5,509 4-yr. public co-ed university w/ 18 graduate programs

Rowan University** Savitz Hall, 201 Mullica Hill Rd; Glassboro, NJ 08028 www.rowan.edu $10,908 $9,456 856-256-4200 9,400 4-yr. public co-ed college w/ graduate&professional schls

Rutgers State University (Camden) 406 Penn St; Camden, NJ 08102 www.rutgers.edu $10,614 $9,482 856-225-6104 3,690 4-yr. public co-ed college

Rutgers State University (Newark) 249 University Ave; Newark, NJ  07102-1896 www.rutgers.edu $10,614 $9,482 973-353-1400 6,685 4-yr. public co-ed college

Rutgers State University(New Brunswick) 65 Davidson Rd, Rm. 202; Piscataway, NJ 08854-8097 www.rutgers.edu $10,614 $9,482 732-932-4636 26,829 4-yr. public co-ed college

Saint Peter's College** 2641 Kennedy Blvd, Jersey City, NJ 07306 www.spc.edu $26,870 $10,854 888-SPC-9933 3,000 4-yr. private co-ed college w/ graduate&professional schls

Salem Comm. College 460 Hollywood Ave; Carneys Point, NJ 08069 www.salemcc.edu $1,279 per credit n/a 856-351-2703 1,200 2-yr. public co-ed college

Seton Hall University** 400 South Orange Ave; South Orange, NJ 07079 www.shu.edu $30,470 $11,700 973-761-9000 9,900 4-yr. private co-ed college w/ graduate&professional schls

Stevens Institute of Technology 1 Castle Point on the Hudson; Hoboken, NJ 07030 www.stevens.edu $38,300 $11,500 800-458-5323 1,700 4-yr. private co-ed college

Sussex County Comm. College** One College Hill; Newton, NJ 07860 www.sussex.edu $101 per credit n/a 973-300-2253 4,496 2-yr. public co-ed college

The College of New Jersey PO Box 7718; Ewing, NJ 08628 www.tcnj.edu $11,567 $9,759 609-771-2131 5,961 4-yr. public co-ed college

Richard Stockton College of N.J. Jim Leeds Rd PO Box 195; Pomona, NJ 08240-0195 www.stockton.edu $9,888 $7,061 609-652-4261 6,542 4-yr. public co-ed college

Thomas Edison State College 101 West State St; Trenton, NJ 08608 www.tesc.edu $4,500 n/a 888-442-8372 11,014 4-yr. public co-ed college w/ graduate school

UMDNJ, Schl of Health Rel. Profs. 65 Bergen St, Rm. 101; Newark, NJ 05107 www.shrp.umdnj.edu $ n/a 973-972-5454 1,400 2&4-yr. Private co-ed school

Union County College 1033 Springfield Ave; Cranford, NJ 07016 www.ucc.edu $1,442 per credit n/a 908-709-7518 10,300 2-yr. public co-ed college

Warren County Comm. College 475 Route 57 West; Washington, NJ 07882 www.warren.edu $1,136 per credit none 908-835-2300 1,200 2-yr. public co-ed college

William Paterson University 300 Pompton Road; Wayne, NJ 07470 www.wpunj.edu $9,996 $7,870 973-720-2125 11,210 4-yr. public co-ed college

*These rates reflect 2008-2009 cost. New fees were not **These rates reflect 2009-2010 cost.

available as of press time. Check college websites for updates.
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     Many seniors know they want to go to college but don’t have a specific choice 
in mind. For college sophomore, Quayshaela Davis, she knew early on that she 
wanted to attend an Historically Black College University (HBCU). She found her 
dream college in North Carolina, Johnson C. Smith University. 
     “I attended Johnson C. Smith University 
because it is a private university 
and offers a great quality 
education. The university makes 
sure there is a bond between the 
professors and students. Their 
small classrooms were definitely 
a plus for me,” Davis explains. 
     There are 103 historically 
black colleges in the United 
States, including public and 
private, two-year and four-year, 
medical schools, and community 
colleges. 
     Some HBCUs have been 
open for decades. Before the Civil War, 
finding a black college was nearly impossible. African Americans did not have an 
opportunity to further their education other than with elementary and secondary 

schooling.
      After the Civil War, 
things slowly began 
to change. In 1890, 
states using the federal 
land-grand funds began 
to open colleges and 
universities for black 
students. 
    “Even though a 
majority of  the students 

are African American, they all come from different backgrounds and you learn 
something new from each other. Many students were similar but different in a lot 
of  other ways,” Davis explained. 
     Most HBCUs are a great distance away so New Jersey students will have to 

JFK alumni talks about her experience in an HBCU
By Thaherun Miah

Morehouse College, just outside Atlanta, Ga., has been described 
as the best Historically Black high education institution for men in the United 
States.

Alabama State University is a historically black university in 
Montgomery, Ala. It was originally founded in Marion, Ala. Southern University 
in Baton Rouge, La. Is the largest HBCU and one of  the most prestigious 
universities

Cheyney University is in Cheyney, Pa. It is known for its graduation 
of  prominent alumni through its education and journalism departments. 
	 Lincoln University, just an hour outside Philadelphia, PA, has been 
described a top-tier university of  Historically Black higher-education institutions 
in the United States and the second oldest HBCU.

HBCU Profiles
	 Howard University in Washington, D.C. is one of  the most prominent 
Hstorically Black higher education institutions in the United States. 
	 Florida A & M University of  Tallahassee has been named as the 
best school for African Americans in 2006 by Black Enterprise Magazine and was 
named College of  the Year by Time Magazine in 1999.
	 Xavier University in New Orleans, LA is one of  the top schools in 
the nation in the placement of  black students into medical schools. It also has 
the largest number of  black undergraduates receiving degrees in biology or life 
sciences.
	 North Carolina Central University, located in Durham, is a rapidly 
growing institution. It is the first liberal arts college for African Americans in the 
country. 

dorm on campus. For Davis, the move was not an issue.
     “The most difficult transition between high school and college is your learning 
skills. You no longer have anyone telling you that you must go to class, hand in 
your homework, or even when the assignments are due. Those are things they 
expect you to know as a college student. I use a planner to help 

me organize things and remember when 
assignments are due. I never did that in 
high school,” Davis said. 
     Most people believe that the first year 
of  college is the hardest. Others say that 
it depends on the classes you take. 
     “My first year of  college was an 
unforgettable experience. I learned 
a lot in and out of  the classroom. I 
experienced what it is like to live on 
your own and be away from family 
and friends. I learned how to study 
independently and also in groups. I 
learned responsibility and maturity. I 
think at a non-HBCU I wouldn’t have 

been as successful as I was my first year at a 
Black college,” Davis explained.
     Going to a college outside New Jersey can 
get very costly. Davis learned this the hard way. 
Even though she loved her HBCU, she learned 
just after her first year that she could not afford 
it. Even though she had a wonderful time, she 
decided to go to Montclair State University 
instead so that the tuition would be lower. 
     “I am transferring from an HBCU to Montclair 
because state tuition is a lot cheaper and I will 
receive more grants and scholarships because 
of  my academic success. I do not mind leaving 
North Carolina and coming back to Jersey. I 
am actually happy that I am lucky enough to 
see how both schools are. I want to experience 
college, not only a HBCU,” Davis said. 
	

This is Johnson C. Smith University in North Carolina, the Historically Black College 

where Quayshaela Davis spent freshman year.

Quayshaela Davis knew since 
her freshman year of high 
school that she wanted to at-
tended an Historically Black 
College.

‘I learned responsibility and maturity. 
I think at a non HBCU I wouldn’t 

have been as successful as I was 
my first year at a Black college’... 

Quayshaela Davis 



by Karina Hidalgo

     At the start of  my junior year of  high school, 
I really was not thinking about going to college. I 
thought it was a waste of  time, but now I realize I 
need a college degree to afford me a better job.
     I would rather have a good job that pays a lot 
of  money instead of  getting paid less. I know there 
are people in my situation now who think they don’t 
need to go to college or don’t want to go.But they 
need to consider their options.
    Perhaps they are like me, a person that doesn’t 
want to go to a four-year college because it seems 
like a long commitment at this point in my life.
    As an alternative, I’m looking into a two-year 
college so I can be certified to work as a massage therapist.  I want to be the 
next person in my family to graduate college and make my family proud. 
     While local community colleges and two-year technical schools have pro-
grams in message therapy, I want to live away from home and experience the 
college life.
    With some research, I learned about Monroe Community College in Roch-
ester, NY where I can study massage 

therapy. It’s several 
hours from Paterson 
and will give me the 
chance to live in a 
dorm, join clubs and 
meet new people.
     While I’ve seen 
its website, I hope 
to visit Monroe 
before applying.  
The college isn’t 
too big and offers 

many different majors. It will give me the choice to take courses 
which I could eventually transfer to a four-year college, if  I decide to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree.
     Whether a two or four-year 
school, college will provide more op-
portunities. Students should maintain 
good grades. It can really make a dif-
ference in their lives, so they can live a 
better future. If  they do go to college, 
then people can look at them proudly.
     I made a big turn around for myself. 
Now I really know what to do when I 
graduate high school.	  

Student chooses commu-
nity college with housing

BY NOEMI FIGUEROA

     For students who are not quite ready to commit to a four-year plan, other 
academic options are still a possibility.
     Private trade schools such as Lincoln Tech, Berdan, The Chubb Institute, 
Katharine Gibbs School, Dover Business School, Devry, Hohokus and others offer 
a variety of  programs such as accounting, art and design, business, computer, 
and IT, dental assisting, nursing, medical and health care, criminal justice and 
paralegal, multimedia and more.
    These schools come with a higher price tag than community college because 
they are private schools and generally offer certification programs  that range 
from a few months to under two years to 
earn an associates degree. 
     Most vocational schools offer hands-on 
training in specialized fields. They are also 
an accelerated route to graduation because 
they offer programs that can be completed 
in as little as six months, allowing students 
to receive quality training and start a job in 
their chosen career as quickly as possible. 
Students are also attracted to trade schools 
which don’t require SAT scores.
     However, when applying to tech schools, 
students need to consider that credits 
earned for courses related to the career 
speciality will most likely not transfer to 
a four-year college toward a bachelor’s 
degree. If  they ever change their mind and 
wish to pursue another major, they would 
not be able to transfer all their credits and 
possibly have to start college as a freshman.
     For example, automotive courses at 
Lincoln Tech would not transfer to William Paterson University’s degree program.  
     Jessica Darden, JFK 2009 graduate will be attending Lincoln Technical Institute 
to study criminal justice in a 14-month program. which costs $14,000.
     When asked if  she thought that going to a trade school would benefit her 
more than attending college, she replied, “The program at Lincoln Tech is faster 
and it will help me get a job”.  
     Another option for graduating seniors is a community college. In Paterson, 
Passaic County Community College offers a variety of  certification programs and 
associate degree programs that can be transferred to a four-year university, 
prepare students to go straight to work or allow them to earn an associates 
degree. 
     PCCC offer degrees in business, computers, education, engineering 
technologies, health professions, and security and protection services. Community 
colleges are reasonably priced, as a matter of  fact they are the most inexpensive 
option for students. 
     Bergen County Community College, located in Paramus, is another choice. 
However, Passaic County residents pay out-of-county tuition, unless the specific 
program is not offered at PCCC.

Community colleges and 
tech schools offer options 

Monroe Community College in Rochester, NY offers 

modern residence halls  for two-year programs of 

study. If students choose to continue to pursue their 

bachelor’s degree, they may do so. 

Massage therapists work in health 

clubs, rehabilitation centers and 

private practices. 

JFK senior Karina 
Hidalgo wants a two-year 
school but also wants to 
live on campus.

Passaic County Community Col-
lege is an affordable option for 
students pursuing an associate’s 
degree or a certification program.
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Apply to FAFSA
By Thaherun Miah

     As the cost of  college skyrockets, students wonder how they could ever afford 
tuition. The financial aid process begins with an important document called the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid. 
     The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (known as the FAFSA) is a form 
that can be filled out annually by current and anticipating college students (both 
undergraduate and graduate). The FAFSA is used  to determine students’ eligibil-
ity for federal student financial aid (including Pell grants, Stafford loans, PLUS 
loans, and work-study programs).
     The FAFSA consists of  numerous questions regarding the student’s finances, 
as well as those of  his or her family. After the FAFSA is completed, students 
receive a Expected Family Contribution (EFC). There are different factors used to 
determine the EFC including the family size, income, number 
in college, and assets such as property value. 
     FAFSA is completed online by going to www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
Seniors can start applying to FAFSA starting Jan 1. This ap-
plication is not processed by mail anymore.
     “I think it is a good idea that everything is online now. 
It saves time and it is easier to read,” Amjed Hamden, JFK 
graduate.
     This document is the only way for college bound students to get any kind of  
financail help with college. The student that is going to college and one parent 
must apply online for a FAFSA personal identification number (PIN) by December 
before they fill out the forms online. The PIN is emailed to the student and the 
parent. They use this pin to sign into the online application. 
     “The FAFSA is completely free. You do not have to pay for it. You also do not 
have to pay anymore to complete your form or check your document. Just ask 
your guidance counselor. The offical website also offers a contact that is acces-
sible most hours of  the day and evening. Many sites will look similar to this site 
but charge money for the application.
      Make sure you go to application, www.fafsa.ed.gov.      

     College is a place for students to take their first steps into adulthood and learn 
the business of  life, but sadly, only five to ten percent of  the 65,000 undocument-
ed students who have graduated from high school will pursue a college degree, 
says usnews.com
     Undocumented students can enroll in college, but because they don’t have 
the necessary documents that they need to be considered an American citizen, 
such as a social security number and a birth certificate, they will have to pay more 
money. 
     Federal law passed in 1996 prohibits illegal aliens from receiving in-state 

tuition rates at public institutions of  higher education. These 
students cannot apply for federal student aid, grants, work 
study or loan programs. As a result, they must pay out-of-state 
tuition, which is twice that of  an in-state resident. 
     Legislation is pending in New Jersey to allow undocumented 
students to pay instate tuition. Until then, college is an expen-
sive option  unless the undocumented students get loans or 
attends a community college whose tuition costs are minimal. 
     Carina (not her real name) is an undocumented student 

who graduated JFK in 2009. Like many such students, she will be the first genera-
tion in her family who are willing go to college. Carina has a part-time job in a 
textile factory in Paterson, but desires a career in medicine.
     “I’m very concerned about the obstacles I face: college admission, tuition, and 
financial aid,” she said.
     Carina said, when it comes to financial barriers, it would be hard for her to 
pay for a four-year college.  She lives with a single parent and a three-month-old 
brother and works to help support her family.
     However, she is not willing to give up.  “There is nothing you cannot do, unless 
you are not willing to, ” Carina said. 
     

Undocumented students pay
high cost to attend college
by Immanuel De La Cruz and Jhoana Flores

     College expense takes a major toll on students who want to go to col-
lege. College is expensive and can cost more than $20,00 annually for a 
state college.
     Most students fund their education or training through financial aid or 
tuition assistance programs.
     There are three sources of funding:  Loans, grants, and scholarships/ 
work study programs. All Federal Student Aid applicant must fill out the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FASFA), which provides a Stu-
dent Aid Report (SAR) and eligibility rating. (See article above)
     Student loans- Institutions, both public and private, provides loans to 
students and their parents or guardians. The federal government provides 
several types of student loans based on the applicant’s level of financial 
need. The amount of money that a student can receive in loans varies by the 
distributing institution. The process for applying for a loan may take several 
months so it’s always good to apply in advance for a Federal Student loan. 
For more information, go to www.collegeboard.com or www.finaid.org.

     The Federal Work Study programs is offered at most institutions and 
consists of federal sponsorships of a student who works part-time at the 
institution he or she is attending. Money that is earned through this program 
goes directly to the students.
     There’s no set minimum or maximum amounts for this type of aid, on 
average, a student can expect to earn about $2,000 per school year.
     A scholarship is money donated to students help pay for their educatin 
or training and associated costs. Scholarships can range from small amounts 
up to the full cost of schooling. They are based on financial need, academic 
merit, athletic ability, or a wide variety of other criteria set by organizations 
that provide scholarships.
     Like grants, scholarships are not paid back and students never pay for 
scholarships. If you have to pay money to get a scholarship, then it’s a prob-
ably a scam.
     Guidance counselors are good sources for scholarship applications. 
Students may also register at fasteb.com, and freecollegescholorships.net to 
receive scholarship notices which meet their criteria.	  

Loans, scholarships and grants pay for college
by kenneth hernandez




